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OF 
Publick and Solemn State Oaths. 
DEED NGAGEMENTS, under the Obli⸗ 
7 ation of an Oath, are as Ancient as 
0 I nkind. Religion, which came in- 
8 to the World with our Firſt Father, 
| D Adam, was immediately thought to 
de the ſtrongeſt Bond, to ſecure the 
Performance of Promiſes; and yet fatal Experience 
has ſufficiently made appear, that the mo ax, 
Ties, are not of ſufficient Strength to bind deprav 
Nature, or reſtrain vile Men from breaking 
through their Duty. It is common to exclaim 
againſt Perjur d Perfons and to admire, that the 
= ſhould preſume to call God to witneſs to a Fal e- 
hood, or to violate thoſe Vows they have made to 
him; and yet there ſeems to be little to be amaz d 
at, if we conſider, that Conſcience ought to Rule 
all our Actions, and make us ſhun all that is Evil 
in itſelf, without the additional Tye of an Oath: 
And if we are ſo Wicked, as not to regard Truth 
A 2 and 
#6 F of 
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and Juſtice, for their own Sake, there is little likeli- 
hood, that Oatlis or Imprecations ſhould have any 
Power over us. Self-love is the Root of our greateſt 
Evils; our Intereſt or Satisfaction, generally out- 
weigh our proportion of Duty; and we eaſily ſpy 
the leaſt Offences in others, and never fail to mag- 
nify them, when at the ſame Time, we either 2 
not ſee our own groſs Enormities; or, at beſt, they 
ſeem with us, but trivial Human Frailties. Thus 


he who has notoriouſly Violated the .moſt Solemn I 


Vows and Oaths, is frequently the moſt violent in 
expoſing another, who, perhaps, is nothing near fo 
Guilty, in that Particular, as himſelf. 

The Unchriſtian Cuſtom of common Swearing in 
Diſcourſe, upon every trivial Occaſion, or rather 
upon no Occaſion at all, is ſo univerſal, that it 
cannot but ſtrike all, who have any value for Re- 
ligion, with Horror. How many Daily Perjuries, 
muſt they of Courſe be Guilty of, who take Pride 
in, or at leaſt give way to; that moſt ſhameful 


Practice? How can they have any regard to an | 


- Oath, who are diſcharging whole Volhes of them 


the whole Day? This is a Subject copious enough of | 
; 
however, ſince we have touch'd upon that Topick, 
it will not, perhaps, be 3 to fet down, 


itſelf, and not pertinent to the Buſineſs in Hand, 
which only relates to Publick and Solemn Oaths; 


England have been 


what Oaths ſeveral Kings o 
obſerv'd to let fall, by way of Diſcourſe, when ei- 


ther they were Provok'd, or Affirmd any Thing in 


a more than uſual poſitive Manner: Tho' theſe 


were not Solemn Oaths, they may deſerve to be 4 
taken Notice of, as being the Frailties of ſuch Pub- 


lick and Great Perſons, as Monarchs. 


The Renownd 8 William the Conqueror, was 1 
us'd to Swear, By God's Reſurre#:0n, and his Bright- 


neſs. King Wiltam Rufus, By St. Luke's Face. King 


Henry 


TL ——_— 
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=, ! y = 


. I CO VCO > 
[5] 
Henry I. By our Lord's Death. King 7obn, By the 


Feet of God. King Richard II. By the Soul of God, 
and By St. John Baptiſt. King Richard III. By Sr. 


*® Paul. King Henry VIII. By the Mother of God: 


King James I. By bis Soul. ; : 
This by the Bye; To return to our Purpoſe, it 


F may properly be ſaid, that God himfelf has ſeve- 
ral Times Sworn to the Performance of his Pro- 
X miſes, as we ſee in Holy Writ, Gen. xxii. 16. By 


; * myſelf, I bave Sworn, ſaith the Lord; for becauſe 
thou haſt done this Thing, and — not withheld thy 
Son, thy only Son. That in Bleſing, | will bleſs thee, 


and in Multiplying, I will multiply thy Seed, &c. Thus 


J God ſwore to Abrabam, 1 him future 
d t 


* 
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Bleſſings, for having offer d to Sacrifice his only 
Son. Numb. xxxii. 10. When the Reubenitet and 
Gadites ſu'd for an Inheritance on the other Side of 
Jordan, Moſes, to deter them from oppoſing God's 
Commands, puts them in mind, how God had 
puniſh'd the I/7ae/ites, for their Diſobedience in the 
Deſert ; and among other Things, tells them, And 
the Lord's Anger was kindled at the ſame Time, and 
be ſware, ſaying, Surely none of the Men, that came up 
out of Xgypt, from Twenty Tears old and upwards, 
Hall fee the Land, &c. Again, Deut. i. 34. Moſes, 
Rehearſing the Story of God's Promiſe, ſaith, And 
the. Lord heard the Voice of your Words, and was 
wroth, and ſware, ſaying, ſurely there ſhall not one 


= of theſe Men, of this evil Generation, ſee that geod 
= Land, which I ſware to give unto your Fathers. Ila. 
iv. 24. The Lord of Hoſts hath ſworn, ſaying, ſurely 
a2 I have thought, ſo ſhall it come paſs, &c. Jer. xxii. 


5. But if ye will not hear theſe Words, I ſwear by 
myſelf, ſaith the Lord, that this Houſe ſhall become a 
Deſolation. Amos iv. 2. The Lord God hath ſworn, by 
bis Holineſs, that lo, the Days ſhall come upon you, 
that he will take you away, 8c. Amos vi. 8. The Lord 


God gf 
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God hath ſworn by himſelf, faith the Lord the God of i 
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* 
* 


= ö 


more Texts might be brought, to ſhe that God did 
Swear, which in him was no other than ſpeaking 
according to the Capacity of his Creatures, to aſſure * 
them of the Effect of his Work, and otherwiſe al- 
| together, 'eedleſs in the eternal Goodneſs and True 
! itſelf, Which can never fail. | 
| To deſcend to Men again, when Abimelech made 
| 2 Covenant with Abraham, at Beerſhebs,' he ſaid to 
bim, Now, therefore, ſwear unto me here, by God, 
that thou wilt not deal falſly with me, nor with my Son, © 
nor with my Son's Son; but according to the Kind. 
neſs that I have done unto thee, thou ſhalt do unto * 
me, and to the Land wherein thou baſt ſajourned: 
And Abraham ſad, I will ſwear. This is here 
obſervd as the Firſt Oath, we find mention'd in 
the Scripture; but Abinelech's bidding Abrabam 
Swear, ſhows it was a receiv'd Cuſtom, to bind 
Solemn Contracts or Covenants with an Oath, and 
os 8 in Practice from the Firſt Peopling of the 
l ä 7 
Thus much of Oaths in General; the preſent 
Deſign being only to treat of what relates to Great 
Britain, and occaſionally, if any thing peculiar 
occurs of Ireland. It is certain, that no Nation in 
the World has invented more variety of Oaths, or 
have they been any where ſo univerſally taken, 
which, in all probability, may be the main Cauſe 
why they are ſo little obſerv'd or regarded; thẽ 
are too often taken of Courſe, or to ferve a Turn, 
without the leaſt Conſideration of their Import, or 
 _ «he. Heinouſneſs of the Crime, of breaking them. 
| If the Oath be in itſelf Lawful, the Breach of it Wt 
| is a. double Offence ; finſt, in reſpect of the Perjury, 
| and then in not performing that, which a Man had: 
q been oblig'd to, without the Solemnity of Gearing 'Y 
1 01 


Heſts, Labhor the excellency of Jacob, &c. Very many. | 
to 


F 
8 
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por the Lawfulneſs of an Outh, muſt be ſuch as 
; 


to Swear to any thing, that in his Conſcience he 
cannot think directly agreeable to the Divine Law. 
If the Oath be Unlawful, the Taker is Perjar'd in 
the taking, more than in the breaking of it: As if a 
Man ſhould Solemnly Swear to Murder another, it 
cannot be binding in the Performance; for that 
would be aging Sin to Sin; but there is a Sort of 
Perjury in the firſt taking; Lecauſe what cannot be 
done without an Offence to God, ought to be look d 
upon as not practicable, _ 163.38 

= Tt does not appear, that in moſt Countries, there 
is any more than One Oath, which has been of very 
ancient ſtanding, Adminiſtred to Kings and Princes, 
at the Coronation, or Inauguration, which never 
varies; nor is there any more than a plain Oath 
of Fidelity, or Allegiance, Adminiſtred to Subjects 
by Princes and States, and that not to all Subjects 
in General, but only to ſuch as are in ſome Publick 
Employments; ſo that the much greater Number 
of the People, are never put to Swear., All Men 
are ſuppos'd to be Loyal to the Government they 
Fare Born under, and theretote, it is thought needs 
leſs to tie them any faſter, to what every Man 
knows to be his Duty; nor do Princes and States 
Japprehend the Difloyalty of ſuch, as are no way 
Intruſted in the Government, as knowing, that 
ſhould they be ſo Wicked as to have the Will, 
they muſt in all likehhood want the Power to do 
much Harm, when nothing is intruſted in their 
Hands. With us, Oaths have been often chang'd 
and multiply'd, which, ſince the Government Ta 
thought fit to do, we ſhall not meddle with the 
XX Reaſons for ſo doing. | 
This varying and multiplying of Oaths, is not 
to be found among us, before the Reign — 
4 enry 


is agreeable to the Law of God; and no Man ought 
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Henry the VIIIth: From him therefore, this Ac- 
count of them is to commence, except in Coro- 
nation Oaths, to be continu'd down to the preſent * 
Time. But in reſpect, that the bare mentioning 
of the Oaths themſelves, could give no Satisfaction 
to the Reader, it will be abſolutely neceſſary, to 

| deduce a ſhort Series of Hiſtory, to give Light i 
into the Motives, that have producd fo many 
various Oaths, as will be mention d in this finall 
Tract. | 1 3 
| To begin with the Oaths taken by our Kings, 
at their-Coronation ; Wiliam the Conqueror, having 
obtain d a Signal Victory at Haſtings, in Suſſex, 
with the Slaughter of Sixty Thouſand Engliſh, and 
their King Herold, and afterwards made a great 
Slaughter in the City of London, of ſuch as pre- 
tended to oppoſe him, eaſily ſubdu'd all the reſt i 
of the Nation, and deſervedly gain d the Name of 
Conqueror; though ſome have taken upon them, | 
and that eſpecially of late Years, to ſtrip him of 
that Title, though with little ſhow of Reaſon, if it 
be obſery'd,. as all Hiſtory informs us, that had he 
not gain'd it by the Sword, he would never have 
been King of England. Having reduc'd all the 
Country to his Obedience, he reſolv'd to be Crow nid 
with the greateſt Solemnity, which was accordingly 
perform'd on Chriſtmaz-day, in the Year 1067, in 
the Abbey-Church at Weſtminſter, Mlred Arch- 

biſhop of Tork, Walſton Biſhop of 'Worceſter, and 
Walter Biſhop of Hereford, performing that 
Function. The Arch-biſhop there tender'd to him an 
Oath, which he voluntarily took on the Altar of 
St. Peter, by which he promis d before the Clergy i 
and all the People; L & | 
© To Defend the Holy Church of God, the Paſtors 
© thereof, and all the People ſubject unto him; to 
© Govern Juſtly, to ordain good Laws, and obſerve 
* true 
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aud . Nobility, he there, before the High Altar, in 
the preſence of the Clergy, and People, laying his 
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* true Juſtice; and to the utmoſt) of his Pohvet, to 
© withſtand all Rapines and (falſe Judgments; + 
Whether the ſame Oath was continu'd under the 


p. following Kings, William Rufus, Henry the If, 


Stephen, and Henry. the IId; I cannot affirm; but 


am apt to believe, there was little or no Alteration 
in it, till the Coronation of EA I. of «which 


Authors give a more particular Account, than ot 
any other before him, and particularly Iaueden. 


Io omit the reſt, which is not directly go our 
© Purpoſe, he informs us, that the ſaid King being 


conducted into the Church at Weſtmin/ter;. pn the 
Third Day of September, 1189, by the, Biſhops 


Hand upon the Holy Evangeliſts, and the Relieks 
of certain Saints, took a Sodlemn O at; 
That he would obſerve Peace, Honour and 
Reverence to Ahnighty God, to his Church, and 
* to, his Miniſters, all the Days of his Life; alſo, 
* that he ſhould exerciſe upright Juſtice to the Peo- 
ple committed to his Charge; and that he ſhould 
* abrogate and diſannul all evil Laws, and wrong- 
ful Cuſtoms, if any were to be found in the Pre- 
cinct of his Realm, and maintain - thoſe that 
* were good and lauda ble. 
His Succeſſor, was King John, Brother to Richard; 
but not of Right; for tho Rirhard left no Iſſue, 
ure was Arthur, Son to Feqſem Plantagenet, Elder 
rother to John, who had certainly the truę Right 


tds the Crown. But he was Young, and his Unele 


more Powerful, ſo that Might took Place of Juſtice, 
and John haying, gain d many of the Nobility, 
ſtep d into the Throne without any Oppoſition, 
and was Crown d at Weſtminſter, upon Aſcenſion- 
day, which. was the Twenty-ſixth of AMA, 1199, 
an He Was Sworn, dw O i000 2 rf 


2 
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Jo Love the Catholick Church and Ordinances 43 
thereof; to keep and defend the ſame Harmleſs, $ 
from all Lee of Evil diſposd Perſons; to I 
* diſannul perverſe Laws, and ds good Laws; and 
according to the ſame, to miniſter duc J udgmen 
© throughout the Kingdom: oi 
Henry the III. Son and Soccelfor to King Fobe b 
af the Throne at Nine Tears of Age, wn 3 
was Crown'd at Gloceſter, on the 28th of Geber, 4 
1216, by Peter Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Focelin 4 
Biſhop of Bath, in the Preſence ' of Guallo, the 3 
Pope's Legate, and many Lords and Biſhops The 4 
ſo Young, he there took the uſual Coronation Out A 
Jo beat Reverence' and Honour to - God, and 4 
to his Holy Church, and to do Right and Joſtice b 
* to all his People. 1 


Beſides which, be did Homage te the Church ef 


Rome, and to pope Innocent, for his Kingdoms of 4 
England, and Ireland, and alſo took ap Oath ; it 

© For the true Payment of the Thouſand Marks. | 
ö 1 his Father had Sranted to the Church of 3 

ome 43 
A Pamphlet publi und in the Time of the Rebelli- 1 
on againſt King Char/es I. entituld, 4 Remonſtrance 
of the Lords and Commons aſſembled i in Parliament; oer 
the Reply of both Houſes to a printel Book under his b 
Majeſty's Name, culld bis Majefty's Anſwer to a ® 
printed Book, emntituFd, A demonff aer the Lorde 
and Commons now affembled i in Parhament, the 26th of 
May, 1642. in Anſwer to a Declaration under hit Ma- 
_Jeſty's Name, concerning the Buſineſs of Hull. This 


" Pamphlet, iike many more, was tien ſpread abroad | 


to blacken the King, and juſtify the Rebellion. The 
Occafion of mentioning: this Pamphlet is, on account | 
of the Oaths mention'd in it. To paſs by what makes 


not for our Purpoſe, aſter much cavifling about the 
ns Coronation Oath, which they Seine he 
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ought to have taken, and how it ought to be under- 
„ ſtood, this Paper tells us, that the Oath taken by 
| King Edward II. and King Buward III. to which no 
Akeeration was made, till after the Reign of King 
= Henry VIII. as found upon the — ya in Latin and 
A — in which Languages it us d to be taken by / the 

2 | Kings, and as tranſlated into Erg/th in an old Book 

in the Heranld's Office, belonging to Clarencieux 
| j Hanley, who d in Henry VIllth's Tune, Was as 
$ follows, 
Sire, Voules Vans granter & garder & per vale dep 
1 nent confirmer au Peuple d Engleterre les Leys © les 
X Couftumes a eux grantees par les anciens Roys  Engle- 
I terre vos Predeceſſeurs droitus & dtvotez a irn & 
4 noment, au Clergre | & au Prupie par le 3 Roy 
aint Edward vaſtre Predectſſeur - | 

EReſpont. Fe les grante &\ promitte. 

Sire, Garderez vows a dien & ja faint Egii 5 &.0 au 
Clergie & au Peuple paiz & accord en dies eutirement 
yuey votre poaire £ »T 

Reſpons: Fe le feray. 

Sire, Grantes vous a tenir © garder les Lana & lee 
Couftumes droiturelles les quiels la communaute de 
voſtre royaume aur eſlu, & les deſenderer & afforce- 
rer al honeur de dieu & voſtre poarre * 

Reſpons.' Fe le grante & nnr 


E ſame in Engliſh, | 
Out of an old Book in the Herauld's Office. 
* Sir, Will you grant aud keep, and by your Oath 
confirm to the People of England, the Laws and 
X © Cuſtomsgranted to them by ancient Kings of Eng- 
= * /and, rightful Men, and devout to God; and 
© namely, the Laws and Cuſtoms and Franchiſes 
43 — to the Clergy and to the People, by the 
1 9 King Edward, to your Power ? 


B 2 | Sir, 
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adds, Late and Cuſtoms and Franchi * 


OW 
Fir; Ye keep tò God and to holy Church, to the 
Ty 'Clers y and to the + pad Peace, and accord who 
45 er vont per fs Er N 
Sir, Ve do to be kept in all your Doums und 
*; © Judgnients- trus and even Righteouſneſs with 
Merey and Truth: no yt 
e The King hal Anſwer, "Tall doit. 
nir; Will you graut, fulfil and defend all righ 
+ teous Laws and Ciſtos, the which the Commons 
© of your Realm ſhall , chooſe, and ſhall ſtrengthen 
and maintain them to the Worſhip of God after 
ky Power ons os. 0 
The King ſhall Anfives; 1 grant end IOW 
* In the above-Draiiflation it is viſible no ExadineG 
* been obſer vd. In the firſt Queſtion: put to the 
King, where the French has _— this Word moment ; 
that is, Namely to the Clergy, the Tranſlator 


Then the 
King's. Anſwer i 1s omitted. 

The ſecond Queſtion, begins. Sir. We; ; whinh 
ought to be, Sir, WI you; and the Anfver omitted 
Sin 

The third Queſtion, Sir; TW 4e be kept be. Is 
not at all in the French. | 
The laſt Queſtion, Sire, Granite Vous 4 renin 
garder les Leys, &c. The Tranſlation ſays, Will you 
grant, fulfil and defend, &c. whereas the French is 
only grant to keep and obſerve. The Tranſlator 
Iikewiſe adds the Word all; whereas the French ſays 


only ier Leue, the Laus. Then again, aur eſiu, is 


not hall chooſe, but ſhell have choſen; for the French 
is not a Future Tenſe, but a Preterit. Once more 
the Tranflator ſays, and ſhall ſtrengthen and maintain 


them, &c. whereas the French is, & Les defenderer & 


afforcerer, ſubſequent to the Queſtion; Grantes vous a 
tenir, &c. & Les defenderer, &c. that is, Mill you 
grant to keep, &c. and to defend and Prone: A 

without 
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without the Imperative ſball. In the Tranſlation of 

the Anſuſer is the ſame Falſiſieation; for the Breach 

is, Reſpont, the Anſwer: whereas the Tranſlator 

ſays, Ihe King Hall Auſtoer; an Imperative again 

it next the following Form, ,.qodhd hot * 
bo Under 1 11 ati 1129 midwu sd! 


* £T Ii AIR a F k a 
mY 4 | Er Rat. Parliament. I. Hen. 4. N; 17. * 
; BY Segquitur forma juramenti ſaliti & cunſiati praſtari 
ger Reges Angliæ in coruudem Curondtianc ; qua 


Afcbiepiſaqpus Cantuar. ab ij ſdlem Regibiar ruigere c 
* recipere.conſutvit nraut in libris Pontiſiaulium Ar- 
cChiepiſc. & Epiſc. planius cantinet ur. 544 

Y Quod guidem juramentiim iRtchardus,rRex iæ 
= poſt Conqueſtum ſecundu iniCoranatione ſha preſtitit & 
= ob Archiepiſc. Cantuar. erat receptum & illuũ idem 
juramentum diitus Rex: floſtmoduum iterauit prout in 
Rot. Cuncellarii plenius raperiri poterit de record. 

Servabis Eccleſig Dei, Glerogue & Populo pacem ex 


integro & concordiam in Des ſecundum wvirts tuas. 

4 Facies fiert in omnibis judiciit tui æquam © rettam 
;jjuſtitian & diſcretionen in Miſericordia V veritate 
= /ccundam uires tua. 


RReypondebit, Servabooo 
Concedis juſtas leges C conſuetudines je tenendas 
& promutis pro te eas efſe;protegendas, & ad honorem 
Dei eſſe corroborandas quas uulgus elegerit, ſtcundum 
Des THAS. 18 \ TIgdt 2H 
Ræſpondebit, Concedo & Promitto. 
Adjiciant ur pradictis interragationibiæ qu juſta fu- 
erint, pronunciatiſque omnibus, confirmet — om- 
ma ſervaturum Sacramento ſuper, Altare praſlito co- 
ram cunttrs. 1 1 | '$£> HOP 5 
The aforeſaid Pamphlet does not Exgliſß this, 
which verbatim is thus. 1411 
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Here follows the Form of the Oath wont and us 
? * to be taken by the Kings of England, i ther Cory: 
| 7 nation, which the Archbiſhop of Canterbury i is us 

to receive and require of the ſaid as Is 5 
fully contain d in the n of the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops. 

* Thewhich Oath Richerd I. of England, after the 
, ——— tek at his Coronation, and ĩt was receiv'd 
the rchbiſhop of Canterbury, and the faid King 
erwards repeated the fame Oath,asmay be more 
£ fl found in a. Chancery-Rolls upon Record. 
Wil yon keep to the Church of God, and to the 
5 Clergy and People Peace, 'wholly and Concord in 
* God, r your Power? 

Anſwer, I will keep. 

Will you cauſe equal and right Juſtice and Diſ- 
cretion, in Mercy and Truth, to be done in all 

"_ Jadgments, according to your Power! ? | 

He Nr Anſwer, This Pamphlet bas it, Servabo, 

_ 'Þ will keep; which I take to be a Miſtake a8 

| not proper; for it ſhould be Faciam, 

II ᷑ will cauſe. 

Do you grant that juſt Law and Ciſtoms: ſhall 

be obſerv d, and do you promiſe for your ſelf that 

they ſhall be. protected, and ſtrengthned to the Ho- 
© nour of God, + which the People ſhall: chooſe, (or 
may have choſen, for the Signum of \ rhe Latin 

Wond is ambiguous). according to your Power ? 

He ſhall Anſwer, * I do grant and promiſe. 

F Let what is juſt be added to the aforeſaid Queſti- 
* ons, and when all have been pronoun d, Jet the 
* King conſirm that he will obſerve ay oy Oath ta- 
* ken on the Altar before all. 

The ſame Pamphlet informs us, that no Alterati- 
on was made in the Form of the Oath above, till at- 
ter the Days of King Henry VIII. nor does it appear 
to us that there was under King Edward VI. Queen 
Mary and Queen El:zabeth. The. 


[15] 
The Oath taken by Janes I. and Kin 
Charles I. was not racy the fame, — alt 


tering from the former, as follows ; 

The King rifing, went tothe Altar the Archbiſhop 
put the Queſtions, and en W anfwerd them them fe- 
verally. 


Archbiſb. Sir, win yon gun and Rep and by 
your Oath confirm to the People of d 
© Laws and Cuſtoms to them gra granted by th 
* of England, your lawful and religious ſn 5 
© and namely the Laws, 'Cufloms and Franchiſes 
granted to the Clergy. by the glorious King Ed- 
< ward III. your Predeceſſor, according to the Laws 
© of God, the true Profeſſion of the pel eſtabliſh'd 
| © in this Kingdom, agreeable to the Pretojentive of 
12 e ee ee 


King. I grant and promiſe to keep them 

Archbiſh. © Sir, Will you keep Peace and Na 4 
greement entirely, according to your Power, both 
"I the Holy mats: AW. + and the 
People? 

Ring. I will keep it. 

Arebbiſß. Sir, will you 6 your e 
Law, Juſtice and Di cretion, in wk: = Truth, 
© to be executed to your Judgment 2 

Ning. I will. 

Archbiſß. Sir, will y nt to bold 225 keep 
© the Laws and zich C Cu ms, which the Com- 

* monalty'of this your Kingdom have; and wo you 
* defend and upholdthem, to the Honor 0 "od, 0 
much as in you lieth ? | 
King. © Tgrant and pomin bo to 80. W 
Then one of the Biſhops read thi Paſſhge ae 
King, before the People, with a loud Voice. 
Our Lord and King, We beſeech vou to 

. and to grant and to 2 unto us, A 


rdon, 
to the 
Churches 


ee 
Churches committed ta our Charge, all Canonital 
© Privileges; and due Law and Juſtiee, and that you 
would protect and defend us, as every good King in 
his Kingdoms ought to be Protector and Defender of 
© theBiſhopsand theChurches under theirGovernment, 
The King anſwer'd, | 
4 With a willing and deveut Heart 1 pramiſe * 
< grant, my! Pardon, and, that I will preſerve and 
. 3210 and. the hurches committed ito your 
Canonical Airis. and due Law and 
Jute 5; and that I Will be your Protecten and De- 
q tender. ta my Power, by >; Aſſiſtance of God, as 
every good King in his Ringdonn in Right ought to 
* protect; and Jefend the Badens and Chucches under 
c t ir Government, n+ «IG Nich a 
Then Hae King aroſe, and \ wils led. to. 7 Commu- 
nion Table, where he took a ſolemn Oath, in fight 
of all the e Pepple, to obſerve all ere, and lay- 
77 Hand upon the, Bible, fad. 
he Things which I have here * * ſhall 
perform and keep; Soſhelp me God, the Con- 
2 of this Boo 
After the Oath, the King was ay in the Chair 
of Coronation, and was anointed by the Archbiſhop 
with a coſtly Ointment, and the A, obes of 
King Edward the Confeſſor were put upon him, and 
the Crown of King Edward Tet on his Head, and his 
Siyord i girt about him; and he offer d the fame, and 
two Swords more, togethen with Gold and Silver at 
the Communion, . Table... zoe was afterwards; con- 
ducted by the, Nobility. £0& E, ene this 
Paſſage was read to his Majeſty, 
Stand and hold faft: from 17 ; the. Place, 
 towhich you bave been Heir is meg of 
- your Fore-fathers,..being now, delv ox 5 
* the, -Authorit of. Almighty God, hs, 1 122 
ok! us! and all the Biſhops and Sexvayts, of A 


Ls j 4 1 \ 
SI 8 „ 


* = 9 _ TM Lo 4 _— „ I þ - 3 = =_ 17 * een _ 
ME AR Eq f ___ _L_CCCCMCWM_RLSSS.. = 7 


Lav Y 


© And as you ſee the Clergy to come nearer the Al- 
* tar than others, ſo remember, that in all Places 
convenient, you. give them greater Honour, that 
the Mediator of God and Man may eſtabliſh you 
in the Kingly Throne, to be a Mediator betwixt 
* the Clergy and Lang, and that you may reign 
* for ever with Jeſus Chriſt, the King of Kings, and 
© Lordof Lords. 

This ſame Oath was in the ſame manner admint- 
fired to and taken by King Charles II. and King 
James II. but King William and Queen Mary being 
plac'd on the Throne, the Parliament appointed a 
New Oath to be taken by them, at their Corona- 
tion, as alſo by their Succeſſors, which was in this 
Manner + 


The Coronation Oath appointed to be taken, Anno 
Domini, 1689, 1 Guil. & Mar Cap. 6. 


Izbe Archbiſhop or Biſhop, ſhall ſay, 

© Will you Solemnly Promiſe and Swear to Go+ 
* vern the People of this Kingdom of Eng/and, and 
* the Dominions thereto belonging, according to the 
* Statutes in Parliament agreed on, and the Laws 


and Cuſtoms of the ſame ? 


.. The King ſhall ſay, © I Solemnly Promiſe fo to do. 

Archbiſhop or Biſbop., Will; you to your Power 
* cauſe Law and Juſtice, in Mercy, to be Executed 
*1n all your Judgments ? 


Ki, I Will.“ 


Archbiſhop or Biſhop, * Will you to the utmoſt of 
© your Power, maintain the Laws of God, the true 
* Profeſſion | of the Goſpel, and Proteſtant Re- 
* form'd Religion Eſtabliſh'd by Law? And will 
© you preſerve unto the Biſhops and - Clergy of 


this Realm, and to the Churches committed to 
their Charge, all ſuch Senn and Privileges, as 


* by 


[78 ] 
*by Law, do or may appertain unto them, or 
any of them? | "4 
Ring. All this J Promiſe to do. 3 
After this the King lay ing his Hand upon the 
Holy Goſpels, ſhall ſay, Pa DOT BYE" Ol 
King. © The Things which I have here before-pro- 
* miſed, Iwill perform and keep. So help me Gl. 
Then the King ſhall kiſs the Book. Bk. 
This Oath was Eſtabliſhed by A# of Parliament, 
Arno 12 Guil. III, to be taken by all ſucceeding 
Kings and Queens, according to the Limitation of 
the Deſcent in the ſaid Act, as has been accordingly 
obſerv'd; fo that there remains nothing to add, as 
to Coronation Oaths. But, O44 ys 
When the King is Crown'd, the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury takes the Oath of Fealty for the Clergy ; 
Two Dukes, for the Dukes; Two Marqueſles, for 
the Marqueſſes; an Earl, for the Earls; a Viſcount, 
for the Viſcounts; and a Baron, for the Barons; 
where it is to be obſerv'd, that the firſt of every of 
the ſaid Degrees, generally do it in the Name of 
the reſt. The Oaths they all take are as follows; 


The Oaths of Fealty. © 

IN. Archbiſhop of Canterbury, | ſhall be True 
and Faithful, and True Faith and Truth bear 
* unto you our Sovereign Lord, and your Heirs, 
Kings of England; and ſhall do, and truly ac- 
* knowledge the Service of the Land, which I 
J Claim to hold of you, in Right of the Church. 
So help me God. Nn | 


*I N. Duke, Marqueſs, Earl, Viſcount or Baron 
* of N. become your Leige Man of Life, of Limb, 
* and' of Farthly Worſhip, and Faith and Truth, 
* fhall I bear unto you, to Live and Die againſt 


all manner of Folk. So help me God. / 
| Having 


[ 19 ] 


Having gone through the ſeveral Coronation- 
Oaths, we proceed next to thoſe which have been 
impos d on Subjects, at ſeveral Times, whereof there 
e is a very conſiderable Number, the like not to be 
found in any other Nation. Before the Reign of 
5 King Henry the VIIIth, there was generally but 
One Oath of plain Fidelity or Allegiance, and that 
never promiſcuouſly Adminiſter d to all Sorts of 
A Perſons, but only to the Great Ones, and ſuch as 
g were in Publick Employments; all Men ſuppoſing 
** their Allegiance due without an Oath. Let us 
y proceed to what has been ſince. | 
18 Tho' they were not univerſal, it may not be un- 
acceptable to mention here ſome ancient Oaths, and 
f among them, the Homage done to Lords, becauſe 
it was in effect an Oath. 126 
I In the 175th Year of King Edward the IId, of 
t, our Lord 1324, It was Enacted in Parliament, 
; That when a Freeman did Homage to his Lord, of 
1 whom he held in Chief, he ſhould hold his Hands 
f together, between the Hands of his Lord, and fay, 
II become your Man, from this Day forth for 
* Life, for Member, and for Worldly Honour, and 
* ſhall owe you my Faith for the Lands that I 
bold of you, ſaving the Faith that I owe unto 
* our Lord the King, and to mine other Lords. 
When a Freeman did Fealty to his Lord, he was 
to hold his Right Hand upon a Book, and ſay, | 
Hear you my Lord N. that I V. ſhall be to you 
both Faithful and True, and {hall owe my Fidelity 
* unto you for the Land that I hold of you, and 
- © Iawfully ſhall do ſuch Cuſtoms and Services as my 
n Duty is to you at the Terms aſſign d. 
| So help me God, and all his Saints. 
„ Whena Villain did Fealty to his Lord, he was to 
T hold his Right Hand over the Book, and ſay, 


S * Hear 
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Hear you, my Lord A. that I B. from this Day i 

forth unto you, ſhall be True and Faithful, and - 
* ſhall owe you Fealty for the Land that I hold of 
* you in Villenage, and ſhall be juſtify d by you in 

* Body and Goods. _ 4 

So help me God, and all his Saints. 


In the 18th Tear of Ring Edward III. of aur 
Lord, 1344. the following Oath, was appointed 
to be taken by the Juſtices of both Benches. 


VV ſhall Swear, That well and lawfully ye ſhall 

ſerve- our Lord the King and his People in 
the Office of Juſtice, and that lawfully ye ſhall 
© counſel the King in his Buſineſs, and that ye ſhall 
© not;counſel nor aſſent to any thing which may 
turn him in Damage, or Diſheriſon , by any Man- 
* ner, Way; or Colour. 2. And that ye ſhall not 

© know the Damage or Diſheriſon of him, whereof ' 

© ye ſhall not cauſe him to be warned by your ſelf, 

© or by other; and that ye ſhall do equal Law and 

* Execution of Right to all his Subjects, Rich and 

© Poor, without having regard to any Perſon. 3. And 

* that ye take not by your ſelf, or by other, privily, 

nor apertly, Gift, nor Reward of Gold nor Silver, 

* nor of any other Thing, which may turn to your 

* Profit, unleſs it be Meat or Drink, and that of 

© ſmall Value, of any Man that ſhall have any Plea, 

or Proceſs hanging before you, as long as the ſame 

* Proceſs ſhall be fo hanging, nor after tor the ſame 

* Cauſe, 4. And that ye take no Fee, as long as ye 
hall be Juſtice, nor Robes of any great Man or 

* ſmall, but of the King himſelf. 5. And that ye 

give none Advice or Counſel to any Man great nor 

* ſmall, in no Caſe where the King is Party. 6. And 

* in Caſe that any, of what Eftate or Condition they 

* -be, come before you in your Seſſions, with 9 

. anc 
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and Arms, or otherwiſe agamft the Peace, or a- 

ainſt the Form of the Statute thereof made, to; 
Hilturb Execution of the Common Law, or to me- 
nace the People, that they may not purſue the Law, 
that ye ſhall cauſe their Bodies to be Arreſted and 
put in Prifon. 7. And in Caſe they be ſuch, that 
ye cannot Arreſt t that ye certify the King of 
their Names, and of their Miſpriſion haſtily, fo 
that he may thereof ordain à convenable Remedy. 
© 8. And that ye, by your ſelf, or by other, privily }. 
© nor apertly, maintain any Plea or Quite hae 
ing in the King's Court, or eMewhere in the Coun- 
* try. 9. And that ye deny to no Man common 
* Right by the King's Letters, nor noneother Man's, 
nor for none other Cauſe; and in Caſe any Letters 
come to you, contrary to the Law, that ye do no- 
* thing by ſuch Letters, but certify the King there- 
* of, and proceed to execute the Law, notwith- 
* ſtanding theſame Letters. 10. And that ye ſhall 
* do, and procure the Profit of the King, and of his 
Crown, with all Things, whereby ye may reaſon- 
* ably do the ſame. 11. And in Caſe ye be from 
* henceforth found in Default of any of the Points 
* aforeſaid, ye ſhall be at theKing's Will, of Body 
© Lands and Goods, thereof to be done as ſhall pleaſe 
him; As God you help, and all Saints. 


The Oath adminiſter d to the Clerks of the Chan- 
cery, and to the Clerks of Courſe, or Curſitars, 
eſtabliſh*d the ſame Tear aforeſaid. 0 

; ſhall Swear, That well and lawfully ye ſhall 

* ſerve our Lord the King, and his People, 

in the Office of Clerk of the Cha , to which ye 

be attitled, 2. And ye ſhall not aſſent, nor pro- 
cure the King's Diſheriſon, nor perpetual Damage 


to your Power, 3. Nor ye ſhall do, nor procure » 


Sy 2 
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ith * all the Writs that ye ſhall make, ye ſhall deliver to 


| © other Cauſe neceſſary, ſo that ye cannot do it. 


1 Saints. King 
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be done, any Fraud to any Man's Wrong, nor 
* Thing that toucheth the keeping of the Seal. 4. And 
© ye ſhall lawfully give Counſel in the Things that 
© toucheth the King, when ye ſhall be thereto requi- 
* red; and the Counſel which you know touching 
© him, ye ſhall conceal. 5. And if you know the 
* King's Diſheriſon, or perpetual Damage, or Fraud 
to be done upon the Things, which touch the 
keeping of the Seal, ye ſhall put your lawful Pow- 
er to repreſs and amend it. And if ye cannot do 
it, then ye ſhall certify the Chancellor or other, 
which may do the ſame, to be amended to your In- 
tent. | 
And for the Clerks of Courſe was added, 
* 6. Andye ſhall not bring, nor to your Know- 
_ © ledge ſuffer to be brought, any Writs, which ye 
make out of the Court not ſeal'd, thereof to do Ex- 
* ecution. 7, Nor ſhall record any Attorney, by 
* Writs, nor without Writs, without eſpecial Li- 
© cenle, if ye have not lawfully examin'd the Party, 
and the Attorney in proper Perſon, or at the leaſt, 
him that ſhall make Attorney in proper Perſon. 
* 8, Nor ye ſhall deliver any Writ, which ſhall be 
© of Commandment to the Examiners, nor to the 
© Seal, before that the ſame Writ be ſent to you by 
© the Commander, which thereof hath Power, unleſs 
© it be to the Chancellor, or to one of the Maſters 
* which commandeth you to make the Writs. 9. And 


a 
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* the Examiners by your own Hand, or by one Com- 
, 1 which is ſworn to the King, if ye * 
* ſelf be out of the Court, becauſe of Sickneſs, or 


10. And no Writ written of another Man's Hand 
© ſhall be deliver'd to the Examiners, under your 
© Name, as yours, nor no Name ſhall ye put under 
LE 08, bat yourows:; Ar God jou ire, anda 
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King Henry VIII. having put away his firſt Wife 
Queen Katherine, and marry d Anne Baleign, in the 
26th Year of his Reign, and of our Lord, 1535. ap- 
pointed the following, 


Oath of Obedience to the Kjng, ana the Heirs of 
his Body, begotten of Queen Anne. 


7 E ſhall Swear, To bear Faith, Truth and Obe- 
* dience, all only to the King's Majeſty, and 
* to his Heirs of his Body, of his moſt dear and en- 
* tirely beloved lawful Wife Queen Anne, begotten, 
and to be begotten ; And further, to the Heirs of our 
* ſaid Sovereign Lord, according to the Limitation 
in the Statute made for Surety of his Succeſſion in 
the Crown of this Realm mention'd and contain d, 
and not to any other within this Realm, nor Fo- 
* reign Authority or Potentate. And in Caſe any 
* Oath be made, or hath been made by you to any 
* Perſon or Perſons, that then ye to repute the ſame 
* as vain, andannihilate. And that to your Cun- 
ning, Wit and uttermoſt of your Power, without 
* Guile, Fraud, or other undue Mean, ye ſhall ob- 
* ſerve, keep, maintain, and defend the faid Act of 
© Succeſhon, and all the whole Effects and Contents 
© thereof, and all other Acts and Statutes made in 
Confirmation, or for Execution of the ſame, or for 
* any thing therein contain d. And this ye ſhall do 
© againſt all manner of Perſons, of what Eſtate, 
* Dignity, Degree, or Condition ſoever *they be; 
and in no wiſe to do, or attempt, or to your Pow- 
* er ſufferto be done or attempted, directly or indi- 
* realy, any Thing, or Things, privately or apert- 
© ly, to the Lett, Hindrance, Damage, or Deroga- 
© tion thereof, or to any Part of the fame, by any 
* manner of Means, or for any manner of Pretence. 
So help you God, and all Saints, and the Holy E- 
vangeliſts. In 


[243 


| in the 3 th Tear of the: ſaid King Henry vm. 


was appointed the Oath: againſt the Authority of 
the Biſhop of Rome, and for Maintenance of 
the Title of the King and his Heirs, as follows; 


k I A. B. having now the Veil of Darkneſs of theu- 
* ſurped Power, Authority, and Juriſdiction 
of the See and Biſhops of Rome, clearly taken away 
from mine Eyes, do utterly teſtify and declare in 
my Conſcience, Thatoneither the See, nor the Bi- 
| — — Rome, nor any Foreign Poteſtate, hath, or 
to have any Juriſdiction, Power, or Autho- 
rity within this Realm, neither by G0 D's Law, 
* nor by any other juſt Law or Means. 2. And 
though by Sufferance and Abuſe in Times paſſed, 
they aforeſaid have uſurp'd and vindicated a 
feigned and an unlawful Power and [Juriſdiction 
* within this Realm, which hath been ſupported tall 
few Tears paſled , therefore, becauſe it might be 
© deemid and thought thereby, that I took, or take it 
* for juſt and good; I therefore now do clearly and 
© frankly renounce, refuſe, relinquiſh and forſake 
© that pretended Authority, Power and Juriſdiction, 
© both of the See and Biſhopsof Rome, and all other 
Foreign Powers. 3. And that I ſhall never conſent 
© or agree, that the foreſaid See or Biſhop of Rome, 
or any of his Succeſſors, ſhall practice, exerciſe, or 
have any manner of Authority, Juriſdiction, or 
Power within this Realm, or any other the King's 
Realms or Dominions, nor any Foreign Poteſtate of 
vhat Eſtate, Degree, or Condition ſoever he be, 
but that I ſhall reſiſt the ſame at all Times, to the 
uttermoſt of my Power. 4. And that I ſhall bear 
* Faith, Truth, and true. Allegiance to the King's 
* Majeſty, and to his Heirs and Succeſſors, declared, 
* or hereafter to be declared, by the Authority * 
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{TJ}: 
the Act made in the Seſſion of the Parliament, 


* holden at Weftminſier the 14th Day of Fanuam, in 
© the 35th Year, and in the ſaid Act, made in the 


28h Lear of the King's Majeſty's Reign. 5. And 


* that I ſhall accept, repute, and take the King's 
* Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, when they, or a- 
* ny of them, ſhall enjoy his Place, to be the only 
* Supreme Head in Earth, under God, of theChurch 
* of England and Ireland, and of all other his High- 
* neſs's Dominions. 6. And that with my Body, 
* Cunning, Wit, and uttermoſt of my Power, with- 
out Guile, Fraud, or other undue Mean, I ſhall 
* obſerve, keep, maintain, and defend all the King's 
* Majeſty's Stiles, Titles and Rights, with the whole 
Effects and Contents of the Acts provided for the 
* ſame, and all other Acts and Statutes made, or to 
© be made, within this Realm, in and for that Pur- 
* poſe, and the  Derogation, Extirpation and Ex- 
tinguiſhment of the uſurped and pretended Autho- 
* rity, Power, and Juriſdiction of the See and Biſhop - 
* of Rome, and all other Foreign Poteſtates, as a» 
fore. 7. And alſo as well the {aid Statute made 
in the ſaid 28th Tear, as the Statute made in the 
* ſaid Seſſion of the Parliament, holden the 235th 
© Year of the King's Majeſty's Reign, for Eſtabliſh- 
© ment and Declaration of his Highneſs's Succeſſion, 
and all Acts and Statutes made, and to be made, 
* 1n Confirmation and Corroboration of the King's 
* Majeſty's Power and Supremacy in Earth, of the 
Church of Exgland, and of Ireland, and of other 
the King's Dominions; I ſhall alſo defend and 
maintain with my Body and Goods, and with all 
my Wit and Power. 8. And this I ſhall do againſt 
all manner of Perſons, of what Eftate, Dignity, 
* Degree, or Condition they be, and in no wile do, 
nor attempt, nor to my Power ſuffer, or know to 
* be done, or * directly, nor indirectly, 
| .'/ 
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* any Thing or Things, privily or apertly, to the 
© Lett, Hindrance, Damage, or Derogation of any 
of the ſaid Statutes, or of any Part of them, by a- 
ny manner of Means, or for, or by. any manner 
ot Pretence. 9. And in Cale any Oath hath been 

made by me to any Perſon or Perſons, in Mainte- 
* nance, Defence, or Favour of the Sce and Biſhop 
of Rome, or his Authority, Juriſdiction or Power, 
© or againſt any the Statutes atoreſaid, I repute the 
* ſame as vain and annihilate, and ſhall wholly and 

truly obſerve and keep this Oath. 
So help me God, all Saints, and the Holy Evangeliſts. 


_ 
, 


— 


The fame King Henry VIII. afterwards appointed 
the following Oath. gr 


The Oath of "i re 


? 1 A. B. do ſincerely Teſtify and Declare in my 
1 © Conſcience, That the King's Highneſs is the 
only Supreme Governor of this Realm, and of all o- 
* ther his Highneſs's Dominions and Countries, as 
© well in Spir;zual or Eccleſiaſtical Things or Cauſes | 
© as Temporal; and that no Foreign Prince, Prelate, 
State, or Potentatc hath, or ought to have any Ju- 
*. rifdiction, Power, Superiority, Pre-eminence, or 
Authority, Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, within this 
**Realm; And therefore I do utterly renounce and 
* forſake all Foreign Juriſdictions, Powers, Superi- 
* orities and Authorities; and do promiſe, that from 
* henceforth J ſhall bear Faith and true Allegiance 
to the King's Highneſs, his Heirs, and lawful Suc- 
ceſſors, and to my Power {hall aſſiſt and defend 
all Juriſdictions, Privileges, Pre- eminencies and 
Authorities granted, or belonging to the King's 
Highneſs, his Heirs and Succeſſors, or united and 
annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 
So help me God, &c. 
| This 
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2 ! A. B. do humbly confeſs and acknowledge, that 
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This Oath was afterwards continu'd under King 
Edward VI. Queen Elizabeth, King James I. King 
Charles I. & II. and under King James 1, it contr 
nu'd in Force, tho not tender'd, but in the Reign of 
King William it was abrogated, as will there appear. 

Queen Elizabeth appointed that which was calld 
the Form of Submiſſion, to be made by all that did 
not reſort to the Church of Exgland, on Pain of being 
oblig'd to Abjure the Realm of Exgland, which being 
alſo a publick Oath deſerves a Place here. | 


The Form of Submiſſion for Diſſenters.  .., * 


* I have grievouſly offended God, in contemm- 
ing Her Majeſty's godly and lawful Government, 
and Authority, by abſenting my {ſelf from Church, 
and from hearing Divine Service, contrary. to the 
godly Laws and Futures of this Realm; and in u- 
* ſing and frequenting diforder'd and unlawful Con- 
* venticles ind Aſſemblies, under Pretence and Co- 
* lour of Exerciſe of Religion; and I am heartily 
* ſorry for theſame, and do acknowledge and teſtity 
in my Conſcience, that no Perſon hath, or ought to 
have any Power or Authority over Her Majeſty. 
And I do promiſe and proteſt, without any  Dif- 
* penfation, or any Colour or Means of any Diſpen- 
ſation, that from henceforth I will from Time to 
* Time obey and perform Her. Majeſty's Laws and 
* Statutes, in repairing to the Church and Divine 
© Service, and do my uttermoſt Endeavours to De- 
fend and Maintain the ſame, 


The Oathof Obedience in the Reignof King James I. 


1 A. B. do truly and ſincerely Acknowledge, Pro- 
4 feſs, Teſtity, and Declare in my Conſcience, 
D 2 Land 


ww A. 
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and before God and the World, That our Sovereign 
Lord King 7Zaes, is lawful and rightful King of 
© this Realm, and all other his Majeſty's Dominions 
and Countries; and that the Pope, neither of 
* himſelf, nor by any Authority of the Church or 
See of Rome, or by any other, Means with any o- 
ther, hath any Power or Authority to depoſe the 
King, or to diſpoſe any of his Majeſty's Kingdoms 
or Dominions, or to Authorize any Foreign Prince 
to Invade, or Annoy him or his Countries, or to 
© diſcharge any of his Subjects of their Allegiance 
and Obedience to his Majeſty, or to give Licenſe 


* or Leave to any of them to bear Arms, raiſe Tu- 


© mults, or to offer any Violence or Hurt to his Ma- 
Jelty's Royal Perſon, State or Government, or to 
„ ny of his Majeſty's Subjects within his Majeſty's 


;4Jominions. 


2. Alſo I do Swear from my Heart, That not- 
* withſtanding any Declaration, or Sentence of Ex- 
communication, or Deprivation made or granted, 
© of to be made or granted by the Pope or his Succeſ- 
© ſors, or by any Authority deriv'd or pretended to 
© be deriv'd. from him, or his See, againſt the ſaid 
King, bis Heirs and Succeſſors, or any Abſolution 
of the ſaid Subjects from their Obedience; I Wũill 
* bear Faith and true Allegiance to his Majeſty, his 
* Heirs and Succeſſors, and him and them willdefend il 
to the uttermoſt of my Power, againſt all Conſpi- 
* rators and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be 
made againſt his or their Perſons, their Crown. and 


* Dignity, by Reaſon or Colour of any ſuch Sen- 


* tence, or Declaration, or otherwiſe; and will do 
my beſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to 
his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succęſſors, all Treaſons, 
* and traiterous Conſpiracies, which 1 ſhall know or 


bear of to be againſt him, or any of them. 


3. © And 
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And I do further Swear, That I do, from 

/ — Heart, abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as Impious 

* and Heretical, this Dammable Doctrine and Poſi- 

tion, That, Princes, which be excommunicated or 

+ depriv'd by the Pope, may be depas'd or murder d 
by their Subjects, or any other whatſo ever. 

4. Ido believe, and in my Conſcience am re- 

lv'd, That neither the Pope, nor any other Per- 

on whatſoever, hath Power to abſolve me of this 

y 2 or any Part thereof, which I acknowledge 

by good and full Authority to be lawfully mini- 

; Dl; unto me, and do renounce all Pardons and 

| = enſations to the contrary. 

And all theſe Things I do Mahr 454 fi ncere- 

$ 5 Acknowledge and Swear, according to theſe ex- 

— Words, by me ſpoken, and according to the 

« pla and common Senſe and Underſtanding of the 

* ſame Words, without any Equivocation, or men- 

tal Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever, And 


l do make this Recognition and Acknowledgment, 


* heartily, willingly and truly, pans the true erm 
* of a Chriſtian. So be/p wwe God. 


1n the Year 2 0 ſome Puitabs took Occaſion t to 
arrel at the Articles ſet out by ſeveral Biſhops 


in their Viſitations, more particu by Dr. Neal, 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and others; when one Matter 


relating tothe Subject in Hand was, l * 5 


The Oath. fo be Adminiftet'd to the c barch-War are 
70 dens and Sworn-Men.” {4 


ou ſhall Swear, That bee e. 
* * without all Affection, Favour, Hatred, 
pe of Reward or Gain, or fear of Diſpleaſure 
or * of any Perſon; ſhall all and eve- 


'ry ſuch Perſon — Perſons, 


or within your Pa- 
6 riſh, 


al 


© 


—— 


L 30 ) 
- Fiſh, who hath committed any Offence, Fault or 
„Crime, or omitted any Part of Duty, which be 
* enjoin'd to perform; wherein you ſhall deal up- 
- rightly, and according to Truth; neither of Ma- 
* lice preſenting any contrary to Truth, nor of cor- 
rupt Affection, ſparing to preſent any, and to 
© conceal the Truth, having in this Action God be- 
* fore your Eyes, with an -carneſt Zeal to maintain 
Truth, and ſuppreſs Vice. So help 8 God, and 

- the Contents of. this Boot. 


Another Oath impos d b the Canons; made in 
the Convocation about the fame Time, was no leſs 
rail'd at by the ſame Party, uſing all Artifices to 
enflame the Minds of the People; it was thus, 


The Oath Appointed to be taken by the C lergy. 


A. B. do Swear, That I do approve the Doctrine 

* and Diſcipline of Government, Eftablifh'd by 

the Church of England; as containing all Things 
neceſſary for Salvation; and that I will not en- 
deavour by myſelf, or any other, directly or in- 
directly, to bring in any Popiſh Doctrine, con- 
trary to that ſo Eſtabliſh d; nor will I ever give 
my Conſent to Alter the Government of this 
Church by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans and 
Arch Peacons, c. as it ſſtands now Eſtabliſh' d, 
and as by Right it ought to ſtand; nor yet ever 
to ſubject it to the Uſurpations and Superſtitions 


R 6 6 „ 


* of the See of Rome. And all theſe Things do 1 


plainly and ſincerely Acknowledge and Swear, ac- 
. cording to the plain and common Senſe and Un- 

derſtanding of che ſame Words, without any E- 
quivocation, or mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſerva- 


* on whatſoever... And this 1 do hearliby} willing; 


y and truly, upon the Faith of a e 26 E 
7 I in Jeſus a ee vert 
e 
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Next follows the Lear 1641, when the Com- 
mons having well diſpos d Affairs for the Rebellion, 
began to Act barefacd, and having drawn up a 
Proteſtation or Oath, order d it to be taken by their 
own Members, as was afterwards done by many 
of the Lords. e 09 Do jo? 51 


Ie Preamble to tho Proteſt . . 


, \ N I E the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of 
* the Commons Houſe in Paxliament, 
finding to the Grief of our Hearts, that the De- 
ſigns of the Prieſts and Jeſuits, and other Adhe- 
rents to the See of Rome, have of late more boldly. 
and been frequently put in Practice than for- 
* merly, to the Undermining and the Danger of the 
Ruin of the true Reform'd Religion, in his Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions Eftabliſh'd; and finding alſo, 
that there have been, and having Cauſe to ſuſ- 
* pect there ſtill are, even during the Sitting in 
* Parliament, endeavours to ſubvert the Funda- 
mental Laws of Exgland and Ireland, and to in- 
* troduce the Exerciſe of 'an Arbitrary 'and Tyra- 
* nical Government, by moſt pernicious and wicked 
Councils, Practices, Plots and Confpiracies; and 
that the long Intermiſſion, and unhappier Byeach of 
© Parliaments, hath occaſion d many illegal Taxa- 
tions; whereupon the Subjects have been proſe- 
* cuted and griev'd, and that divers Innovations and 
* Superſtitions have been brought into the Church; 
* Multitudes driven ont of his Majeſty's Dominions, 
* Jealouſies rais'd and fomented between the King 
and his People, and a Popiſh Army Levy'd in 
Ireland, and Two Armies brought into the Bowels 
* of this Kingdom, to the Hazard of his Majeſty's 
* Royal Perſon, the Conſumption of the Revenue 
* of the Crown, and the Treaſure of this Ho 
An 
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* And laſtly, finding the: great Cauſes of Jealouſy, 
that endeavours have been, and are us'd to bring 
the Exg/i/B, Army into Miſunderſtan of this 
© Parliament, thereby to incline that Army by Force, 
to bring to paſs thoſe: wicked Counſels, have 
© therefore thought good to join ourſelves'in a De- 
*claration of our united Affections and Reſolutions, 
and to make this enſuing Proteſtation. 


The Proteſtation, 


$4 B. do in the Preſence of Almighty God, 
1 © Promiſe, Vow and Proteſt, to Maintain and 
© Defend, as far as Lawfully I may, with my 
Life, Power, and Eſtate, the true Reform'd Proteſtant 
Religion, expreſs'd in the Doctrine of the Church 
* of England, againſt all Popery, and Popiſh In- 


novation within this Realm; contrary to the ſaid 


Doctrine; and according to the Duty of my 
* Allegiance, I will Maintain and Defend his Ma- 


jeſty s Royal Perſon, Honour, and Eftate. 


Alſo the Power and: Priviledge of Parliament, 
the Lawful Rights and Liberties of the Subjects, 


_ *and every Perſon that ſhall make this Proteſta- 


tion in whatſoever he ſhall do, in the Lawtul 
© Purſuance of the ſame; and to my Power, as 
far as Lawfally I may, I will oppoſe; and by all 
© good Ways and Means, endeavour to bring con- 
dign Puniſhment on all ſuch as ſhall by Force, 
Practice, Councils, Plots, Conſpiracies, or other- 
* wiſe, do any thing to the contrary, in this preſent 
* Proteſtation contain d; and further, That T ſhall 
in all juſt and honourable Ways, endeavour to 
© preſerve; the Union and Peace, betwixt the Three 
* Kingdoms of England; Scotland and Ireland; and 
neither for Hope, Fear, vr any other reſpects, ſhall 
* relinquiſh this Promiſe, Vow- and Proteſtation. 


This 
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This Proteſtation was then and aſterwards taken 
by Four Hundred and Twenty of the Houſe of 


of Commons; which ſhows, how few were then Free 
from the Leven of thoſe Times; as alſo by Eighty- 


four Temporal Peers, and Eight Biſhops, beſides 


Judges, Maſters of Chancery, &c. 


It may not be improper here to add the Oath 
taken by the Ii Rebels, in the ſame Lear. 


The Oath of the Confederate Ryman C at hol ichs 
in Ireland. 


*T A B. do in the Preſence of Almighty God, and 

| * all the Angels and Saints in Heaven, Pro- 
* miſe, Vow, Swear and Proteſt, to Maintain and 
* Defend, as far as I may, with my Life, Power 
and Eſtate, the publick and free Exerciſe of the 
* True and Catholick Roman Religion, againſt all 
* Perſons, that ſhall oppoſe the ſame. I further 
* Swear, That I will bear Faith and Allegiance 
to our Sovereign Lord King Charles, his Heirs and 
* Succeſlors, and that I will Defend him and them, 
* as far as I may, with my Life, Power and Eſtate, 
* againſt all ſuch Perſons, as ſhall attempt any 
thing againſt their Royal Perſons; Honours and 
Eſtates or Dignities, and againſt all ſuch as ſhall 
directly or indirectly endeavour to ſuppreſs their 
Royal Prerogatives, or do any Act or Acts con- 
trary to Regal Government, as alſo the Power and 
Privileges of Parliament, the lawful Rights and 
Privileges of the Subjects, and every Perſon that 
makes this Vow, Oath and Proteftation, in what: 
ſoever he ſhall do in the lawful Purſuance of the 
ſame, and to my Power, as far as I may, I will 
oppole, and by all Ways and Means endeavour to 
bring to condign * even to the Loſs of 


* Lite, 
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or otherwiſe, do or attempt any Thing to the con- 
-* trary of any Article, Clauſe, or any other Thing 
un this preſent Vow, Oath and Proteſtation con- 


gion and the King's Perſon, both which they oblig'd that I 


_ whatſoever in the Lear 1590. This Confeſſon and 
Band, or Covenant, being both of them Oaths pub-l 
lickly enjoin'd and forc'd upon the People, come next 
of Courſe in this Place. | 


"The Confeſſion of Faith of the Kirk of Scotland. 


* by the Preaching of the Bleſſed Evangel : 
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© Life, Liberty and Eſtate, all ſuch as ſhall, either 
by Force, Practice, Councils, Plots, Conſpiracies, 


* tain'd. So help me God. | | 


Whilſt Scotland was full of Broils, in the Reign 
of King Janes VI. of that Nation, and afterwards 
the Firſt of Eugland; in the Year 1580. thoſe Peo- 
ple drew up 4 Paper, call'd a Confſſion of Earth, tho 
in Reality it had nothing relating to the Title, as 
being only a Sort of Abjuration of what they did not 
believe; and in the Year 1589. -annex'd to it, that 
they terin d a Band for Maintenance of the true Reli. 


King to ſubſcribe, as they did afterwards all Perſon; 


of E all and every one of us under-written, 

* Proteſt, That after long and due Exami 
nation of our Conſciences, in Matters of True and} 
© Falſe Religion, are now — reſolv'd in the 
Truth, by the Word and Spirit of God, and there 
fore we believe with our Hearts, confeſs with our 
* Mouths, ſubſcribe with our Hands, and conſtant]; 
* affirm before God and the whole World, that thi: 
* only is the true Chriſtian Faith and Religion, plez 
* ſing God, and bringing Salvation to Man, which 1 
© now, by the Mercy of God, reveal'd; to the World, 
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« And 


And 


of Parliament, and now of a lon 
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And receiv d, believ'd and defended, by many 


and ſundry notable Kirks and Realins; but chiefly 
by the Kirk of Scotland, the King's Majeſty, and 

Three Eſtates of this Realm, as God's Eternal Truth, 
and only Ground of our Salvation; as more part i- 


* cularly is expreſs'd in the Confeſſion of Faith, 
ſtabliſhed, and publickly confirm'd by ſundry Acts 
Time hath been 
* openly N by the King's Majeſty, and whole 
* Body of this Realm, both in Burgh and Land. To 
the which Confeſſion and Form of Religion, we. 
* willingly agree in our Conſciences in all Points, as 
* unto God's undoubted Truth and Verity, ground. 
*ed only upon his written Word ; And theretore we. 
* abhor and deteſt all contrary Religion and Do- 
* &rine; but chiefly all kind of Papiſtry in general, 
* and particular Heads, even as they are now dam-, 
* nedand confuted by the Word of God and Kirk of. 
Scotland; but in ſpecial, we deteſt and refuſe the 
* ulurped Authority of that Roman Antichriſt upon 
the Scriptures of God, upon the Kirk, the Civil 
* Magiſtrate and Conſcience of Men; all his tyran- 
nous Laws made upon indifferent Things againſt 
* our Chriſtian Liberty; His exroneous Doctrine ar 
* gainſt the Sufficiency of the written Word, the Per- 
* tection of the Law, the Office of CHR IS T, and his 
* bleſſed Evangel ; His corrupted Doctrine concern: 
*1ng Original Sin, our natural Inability and Rebel: 
F lion.to God's Law, our Juſtification by Faithonly, 
* our 1mperfe& Sanctification and Obedience to the 
Law, the Nature, Number, and Uſe of the Ho: 
ly Sacraments; His Five Baſtard Sacraments, with 
* all his Rites, Ceremonies and falſe Doctrine, added 
* tothe Mini ſtration of the true Sacrament, without 
* the Word of God; His cruel Judgment againſt In- 
* fants departing without the Sacrament ; His abſo- 
* lute Neceſlity of Baptiſm; His blaſphemous Opi- 
wy 6 E 2 *nian 
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F nion of Tranſubſtantiation, or real Preſence of 
CHRIS T's Body in the Elements, and receiving of 
* the ſame by the Wicked, or Bodies of Men; His 
* Diſpenſations with ſolemn Oaths, Perjuries and De- F 
* grees of Marriage forbidden in the Word; His 
* Cruelty againſt the Innocent divorc'd ; His Deviliſn 
* Maſs; His blaſphemous Priefthood ; His pro- 
* fane Sacrifice for the Sins of the Dead and the 
Quick; His Canonization of Men; calling upon 
Angels, or Saints departed; Worfhipping of Image- 
© ry, Relicks and Croffes ; dedicating of Kirks, Al-. 
* tars, Days, Vows to Creatures; His Purgatory, i 
Prayers for the Dead; praying or ſpeaking in a 
* ſtrange Language, with his Proceſſions and blaſphe- 
* mous Litany, and Multitude of Advocates and 
* Mediators; His manifold Oaths, auricular Con- 
feſſion; His deſperate and uncertain Repentance ; 
* His general and doubtſome Faith; His Satisfacti- 
don of Men for their Sins; His Juſtification by 
© Works, Ops operatum, Works of Super- errogation, 
* Merits, Pardons, Peregrinations and Stations; His 
© Holy Water, Baptizing of Bells, Conjuring of Spi- 
Frits, Croſſing, Saning, Anointing, Conjuring, Hal- 
© lowipg of God's good Creatures, with the Super- 
* ſtitious Opinion join d therewith ; His worldly Mo- 
* narchy, and wicked Hierarchy ; His Three folemn i 
* Vows, with all his Shavellings of ſundry Sorts , | 
* His erroneous and bloody Decrees made at Trent 
with all the Subſcribers and Approvers of that cruel | 
* and bloody Band, conjur'd „ a the Kirk of 
God. And finally, we deteſt all his vain Allegories, 
Kites, Signs and Traditions brought in the Kirk, 
© without or againſt the Word of God and Doctrine 
* of this true Reformed Kirk ; to the which we join 
our ſelves willingly, in Doctrine, Faith, Religion, 
HDiſcipline, and Uſe of the Holy Sacraments, as 
Lively Members of the ſame, in CHR 1s Tour Head; 


37 
promiſing and ſwearing, by the great Name of the 
Lord our God, that we ſhall continue in the Obedi- 
© ence of the Doctrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk, and 
© ſhall defend the ſame, according to our Vocation 
* and Power, all the Days of our Lives, under the 
© Pains contain'd in the Law, and Danger both of 
Body and Soul, in the Day of God's fearful Judg- 
ment. And ſeeing that many are ſtir d up by Sa- 
* tan and the Roman Antichriſt, to Promiſe, Swear, 
* Subſcribe, and for a Time uſe the Holy Sacraments 
in the Kirk deceitfully, againſt their own Conſci- 
* ences, minding hereby, firſt, under the external 
Cloak of Religion, to corrupt and ſubvert ſecretly 
God's true Religion within the Kirk, and after- 
* wards, when Time may ſerve, to become open E- 
* nemies and Perſecutors of the ſame, under vain 
Hope of the Pope's Diſpenſation deviſed againſt the 
Word of God, to his greater Confuſion, and their 
double Condemnation in the Day of our Lord 


Jesus; 


. 
C 


We therefore, willing to take away all Suſpicion of 
* Hypocriſy, and of ſuch double Dealing with God 
* and his Kirk, proteſt, and call the Searcher of all 
Hearts to witneſs, that our Minds and Hearts do 


| fully agree with this our Confeſſion, Promiſe, Oath, 
Land Subſcription; So that we are not mov'd for a- 


ny worldly Reſpect, but are perſwaded- only in our 
: 39 . thro the Knowledge and Love of 
God's true Religion, printed in our Hearts by the 
* Holy Spirit, as we ſhall anſwer to him in the Day 
* when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſelos d. 
* And becauſe we perceive, that the Quietneſs and 
* Stability of our Religion and Kirk doth depend up- 
on the Safety and good Behaviour of the King's 
* Majefty, as upon a cotnfortable Inftrumentof God's 
Mercy granted to this Country, for the Mainte- 
- nance of his Kirk, and Miniſtration of Juſtice - 

| - mongft 
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"nt mongſt us, we proteſt and romiſe with our Hearts 
ll under the ſame Oath, Handwrit and Pains, that we 


jj © ſhall defend his Perſon and Authority, with our 
il © Gear, Bodies and Lives, in the Defence of Curtis | 
Wl © his Evangel, Liberties of our Country, Miniftrati- 


1 © onof Juſtice, and Puniſhment of Iniquity, againſt 

1 all Enemies within this Realm, or without, as we 

Il * deſire our God to be a ſtrong and merciful Defender 

itt © tous in the Day of our Death, and Coming of our 

Jl Lord Jes Us CRHRIS T; to whom, with the Father 

i and the Holy Spirit, be all Honour and Glory e- 

© ternally. Amen. word 1 ir ; 

The BAN D, or COVENANT. 

: \ \ E under. ſubſcribin and conſidering the 
e ſtreight Link and Conjunction betwixt the 
* true and Chriſtian Religion, ' preſently profeſs'd 
within this Realm, aud Sovereign Lord's Eſtate and 
* Standing, having both the ſelf-ſame Friends and 
common Enemies, and ſubject te the like Event of 

Standing and Decay, and weighing therewithal the 
* eminent Danger threatned to the ſaid Religion; the 
© Preſervation whereof being dearer. to us than what - 
© ſoever we have deareſt to us in this Life; And find- 
ing in his Majeſty a moſt honourable and Chriſtian 
© Reſolution, to manifeſt himſelf to the World, that 
* zealous and religious Prince, which he hath hither - 

W to profeſs'd; and to employ the Means and Power 

i that God has put into his Hands, as well to the 

© withſtanding of whatſoever Foreign Force ſhall | 

m mean within this Land, for Alteration of the ſaid 

ih * Religion, or endangering of the preſent State, as to 

It the repreſling of the inward Enemies thereto amongſt 

„ * our ſelves, hnk'd with them in the ſaid Anti- chri- 

If * ſtian League and Confederacy ; have therefore, in 

the Preſence ob Almighty God, and with 5 75 
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jeſty's Authorizing and Allowance, faithfully pro- 
sf and ſolemnly Sworn, like as hereby we 
* faithfully and ſolemnly Swear, and promiſe to take 


C 
8 


* a true, effauld and plain Part with his Majeſty a- 
1. © mongſt our ſelves, for diverting of the appearing 
ſt * Danger threatned to the ſaid Religion, and his Ma- 


* jeſty's| State and Standing, depending thereupon, 
by whatſoever Foreign, or Inteſtine Plots or Prepa- 
© rations... And to that Effect, faithfully, and that 
upon our Truth and Honours, bind and oblige us 
to others, to convene and aſſemble our ſelves pub- 
* lickly, with our Friends, in Arms, or in quiet Man- 
© ner, at ſuch Times and Places as we ſhall be re- 
* quir'd by his Proclamations, or by Writ or Meſ- 
* ſage direct to us from his Majeſty, or any having 
Power from him; and being conven'd and aſſem- 
* bled, to join and concur with the whole Forces of 
* our Friends and Fayourers, againſt whatſoever Fo- 
* reign or Inteſtine Powers, or- Papiſts, and their 
* Partakers, ſhall arrive or riſe within this Iſland, or 


of any Part thereof, ready to defend or purſue, as we 
the © ſhall be authoriz'd and conducted by his Majeſty, 
the or any others having Power and Commiſſion to 


* join and hold Hand in the Execution of whatſoever 
Mean or Order ſhall be thought fit by his Majeſty 
* and his Council, for ſuppreſſing of the Papiſts, Pro- 


ian 

hat motion of the true Religion, and ſettling of his 
jer · Highneſs's Eſtate and Obedience in all the Countries 
rer © and Corners of this Realm, to expound and hazard 


* our Lives, Lands and Goods, and whatſoever 
* Means God hath lent us, in the Defence of the ſaid 
* True and Chriſtian Religion, and his Majeſty's 
* Perſon and Eftate, againſt whatſoever Jeſuits and 
* Seminary Maſs-Priefts, condemn d Enemies to God 
and his Majeſty, to their utter Wrack and Exter- 
* mination, according to the Power granted to us 
* by his Majeſty's Proclamation and Acts of Parha- 
| ment; 
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2 ment; to try, ſearch, and ſeek out all Excommu- 


nicates, Practiſers, and other Papiſts whatſoever, 
within our Round and Shire, where we keep Reſi- 
-* dence, and declare them to his Highneſs and his 

© Privy-Council, and conform us to ſuch Directions, 


as from Time to Time we ſhall receive from his 
« 2 and his Council in their Behalfs. And 


* ſpecially ſo many of us as preſently are, or here- 
© after ſhall be appointed Commiſſioners in every 
* Shire, ſhall follow, purſue, and travel, by all Means 
© poſſible, to take and apprehend all ſuch Papiſts, A- 


© poſtates, and Excommunicates, as we ſhall receive in 
© Writ from his Majeſty. And we, the Remanent with- 
in that Shire; {ſhall Concur and Aſſiſt with the ſaid B 


© Commiſſioners, with our whole Friends and Forces, 
© to that Effect, without Reſpect of any Perſon what- 
ſoever: And generally to Aſſiſt in the mean Time, 
© and Defend every one of us another, in all and 


© whatſoever Quarrels, Actions, Debates, mov'd, or 


© to be mov'd againſt us, or any of us upon Action 
© of the preſent Band, or other Cauſes depending 
© thereupon. And effauldly join in Defence and Pur- 
© ſuit againſt whatſoever ſhall offer or intend any 
Injury or Revenge againſt any one of them for 
the Premiſes, making his Cauſe and Part that is 
* purſt'd, all our Parts; notwithſtanding whatſoever 
© privy Grudge, or Diſpleaſure ſtanding betwixt any 
© of us, which ſhall be no Impediment, or Hinder to 
© our ſaid effauld joining in the ſaid common Cauſe; 
© but to lie over and be misknown, till they be or- 
© derly remov'd and taken away, by the Order un- 
* der-ſpecity'd. Tothe which Time, we, for the bet- 
© ter Furtherance of the ſaid Cauſe and Service, have 
© aſſured, and by the Tenor hereof, every one of us 
taking the Burden upon us for our ſelves, and all 


_ ©that we may let, aſſure each other to be unhurt, un- 


* harm'd, or any Ways to be invaded by us, or any | 
f * our 
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nu- | : 
rer, bur Forefaids, for old Feid or new, otherwiſe than 
eſi- by ordinary Courſe of Law and Juſtice; neither 
his ſhall we, nor any of our Aforefaids make any Pro- 
ns, vocation or Tumult, Trouble, or Diſpleaſure to o- 
his thers in any ſort, as we ſhall Anſwer to God, and 
nd upon our Honours and Fidelity to his Majeſty. And 
re- for out further and more hearty. Union in this Ser- 
ery vice, we are content, and conſent, that all whatſo- 
ang ever our Feid, and Variances fallen, or that may 
A. fall out betwixt us, be, within Forty Days after the 
in Date hereof, amicably referr'd and ſubmitted to Se- 
ith ven or Five indifferent Friends, choſen by his Ma- 
aid jeſty, of our whole Namber, and by their Modera- 
ces, tion and Arbitrement compon d and taken away. 
at- And finally, that we ſhall neither directly nor in- 
me, directly ſeparate, nor withdraw us from the Union 
and and Fellowſhip of the Remanent, by whatſoever 


WW Suggeſtion or private Advice, or by whatſoever 


"irs incident regard or ſtay, ſuch Reſolution, as by 
ing common Deliberation, ſhall be taken in the Premi- 
ur- es, as we ſhall Anſwer to God upon our Conſci- 
my <nces, and tothe World, upon our Truth and Ho- 

* nours, under the Pain to be eſteem'd Traitors to 


God and his Majeſty, and to have loft all Honour, 
Credit, and Eſtimation in Time coming. In Wit 
* neſs whereof, by his Majeſty's ſpecial Command, 


4 * Allowance and Protection, promis d to us therein, 
ſe; ¶ we have Subſcrib d theſe Preſents with our Hands. 
or- 


This was Subſcrib'd by King Janes I. and his 
Houſhold, in the Year 1580; and in the Years 1587, 
and 1590, by Perſons of all Ranks. All which ap- 


Fus ears then to have been done under the King's Autho- 
all W'ity, tho, as was ſaid at firſt, foro d upon him by 
un- rhe Iniquity of the Times. When that Nation was 
ny erown Ripe for Rebellion, under King Charles I. in 


Wthe Year 1638. the Ring-leaders of that Miſchief 
| E” trump'd 
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trump d up this Confeſſc dion of hah, and Band, to en- F 
their 7 1 


age their Party to the m againſt 
For whereas, at its firſt In tution, it was, as 
been ſaid, carry'd on by the King's Authority, his 
Majeſty Subſcribing firſt, thex yo now foxc'd. it upon al 8 
People, not only without his Ma jelly s Conſent, but 
10 eality againſt him, as LE pears. by. the 
Alterations they made. therein, — to their reſu - 


ing to concur with his Commuhoner, 8 the [ 


True and Original Confeſſion and Band, as directed 


by his ſaid Majeſty. | 
The Thing 100 a Confeſion of. Faith, by them! F 
Subſcrib d at bn Lo Time, was the ſame as above, after 
which follows a long Scrole of Acts of Parliament, ( 
We y brought in, as ſuppos d to juſtify their 
lious Act, and then follows the Band, as they 
alli it, being the 1 for promoting their Rebellion 4 


the enſuing W 'ords. 


The B A N Dy . promoting the Rebellion. 
N Obedience to the c of Go 


| * form to the Practice of the Godly in _ 1 
, Times and according to the laudable Example of | 
our worthy and religious Progenitors, and of ma- 


"hy yet wh amongſt us, which was warranted 

- alſo. by an Act of Council, commanding a general 
Band to . made and ſubſerib d by his Majeſty's 
* Subjects of all Ranks, for Two Cauſes; one was, 
For Defending the true Religion, as it was then Re- 
form d, and is expreſs d in the Conſeſſion of Faith 

© ahove- written, and a former large Confeſſion eſta- 
bliſhd by Authority of Sundry Lawful General Aſ- 
© ſemblies, and of Parliament, unto which it hath Re- 
lation, ſet down in publick Catechiſms, and which 
. had been for many Years, with a Bleſſing from Hea- 


ven, preach d and profeſs d in this Kirk and King: 


* dom, 


A 


2 
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dom, as God's undoubted Truth, grounded only 
upon his written Word: The other Cauſe was, For 
i © maintaing the King's Majeſty, his Perſon and E- 
8 © ſtate; the true Worſhip of God and the King's 
all F< Authority, being ſo ſtreightly join'd, as that they 
but i © had the fame Friends and common Enemies, and 
the did ſtand and fall together. And finally, being 
eu: convincd in our Minds, and confeſſing with our 
the Mouths, that the preſent and ſucceeding Genera- 
ted tions in this Land, are bound to keep the foreſaid 
National Oath and Subſcription inviolable; We 
em Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeſſes, Mini- 
[ter ters and Commons under-ſcribing, - conſidering di- 
nt, vers Times before, and eſpecially at this Tune, the 
1e1r i Dangers of the true Reform'd Religion, of the 
ey King's Honour, and of the publick Peace of the 
on, Kingdom, by the manifold Innovations and Evils 
generally contain'd, and particularly mention d in 
our late Supplications, Complaints and Proteſta- 
tions, do hereby Profeſs, and before God and his 
Angels, and the World, folemnly Declare, That 
with our whole Hearts we agree, and reſolve all 
ner the Days of our Life, conſtantly to adbere unto, 
e of WW and to defend the forelaid true Religion, and for- 
5 bearing the Practice of all Novations, already in- 
* troduc'd in the Matters of the Worſhip of God, or 
Approbation of the Corruptions of the publick Go 
* vernment of the Kirk, or Civil Places and Power of 
* Kirk-Men, till they be try'd andallow'd in free A 
ſemblies, and in Parliaments ; to labour by all 
Means lawful, to recover the Purity and Liberty 
of the Goſpel, as it was eftabliſh'd and profeſs d 
before the foreſaid Novations. And becaule, after 
due Examination, we plainly perceive, and un- 
doubtedly believe, that the Innevations and Evils 
contain d in our Supplications, Complaints and 
Proteſtations, have no Warrant of the Word of 
F 2 © God, 


_ * that Power that God hath put in our Hands, all 


That we have no Intention, nor Deſire, to attempt 
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God, are contrary to the Articles of the foreſaid 
* Confeſſions, to the Intention and Meaning of the | 
* bleſſed Reformers of Religion in this Land, to the 
* above-written Acts of Parliament, and do ſenſibly | 
* tend to the Re-eſtabliſhing of the Popiſh Religion 
and Tyranny, and to the Subverſion and Ruin of | 
* the true Reform'd Religion, and of our Liberties, | 
Laus and Eſtates. We alſo declare, That the fore- | 
ſaid Confeſſions are to be interpreted, and ought to | 
be underſtood of the foreſaid Novations and Evils, | 
no leſs than if every one of them had been ex- 
preſs d in the foreſaid Confeſſions; and that we are 
; oblig d to deteſt and abhor them, amongſt other 
Heads of Papiſtry abjur'd therein. And therefore, 
* from the Knowledge and Conſcience of our Duty | 
"to God, to our King and Country, without any | 
* worldly Reſpect or Inducement, ſo {ar as human In- 
* firmity will ſuffer, wiſhing a further Meaſure of the 
Graceof God for this Effect; We Promiſe and Swear, 
by the Great Name of the Lord our God, to conti- 
nue in the Profeſſion and Obedience of the foreſaid 
* Religion ; That we ſhall Defend the ſame, and Re- 
* ſift all theſe contrary Errors and Corruptions, ac- 
* cording to our Vocation, and to the uttermoſt of 


the Days of our Life; and in like Manner, with 
the ſame Heart, we declare before God and Men, 


© any Thing that may turn to the Diſhonour of God, 
© or the Diminution of the King's Greatneſs and Au- 
© thority; but, on the contrary, we Promiſe and 
* Swear, That we ſhall, to the uttermoſt of our 
Power, with our Means and Lives, ſtand to the 
Defence of our Dread Sovereign, the King's Maj- 
*ſty, his Perfon and Authority, in the Delence and 
* Preſervation of the foreſaid true Religion, Liber- 
* ties, and Laws of the Kingdom; as alſo to the mo 
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© tral Defence and Aſſiſtance, every one of us of a- 
* nother, in the ſame Cauſe of maintaining the true 
* Religion, and his Majeſty's Authority, with our _ 
* beſt Counſel, our Bodies, Means, and whole Po - 
© er, againſt all Sorts of Perſons whatſoever. So that, 
© whatſoever ſhall be done to the leaſt of us for that 
* Cauſe, ſhall be taken as done to us all in general, 
and to every one of us in particular; and that we 
* ſhall neither directly, nor indirectly ſuffer our ſelves 
to be divided or withdrawn, by whatſoever Sug- 
* geſtion, Combination, Allurement, or Terror, from 
© this Bleſſed and Loyal Conjunction, nor ſhall caſt 
in any Lett or Impediment, that may ftay or hin- 
der any ſuch Reſolution, as by common Conſent 
* {hall be found to conduce for ſo good Ends; but on 
the contrary, ſhall, by all lawful. Means, labour to 
further and promote the ſame. And if any ſuch 
dangerous and diviſive Motion be made to us by 
Word or Writ, we, and every one of us, ſhall ei- 
* ther ſuppreſs it, or, if need be, ſhall incontinent 
* make the ſame known, that it may be timorouſly 


| © obviated.; neither do we fear the foul Aſperſions 


* of Rebellion, Combination, or what elſe our Ad- 
* verſaries, from their Craft and Malice, would put 
* uponus, ſeeing what we do is ſo well warranted, 
and ariſeth from an unfeign'd Deſire, to maintain 
the true Worſhip of God, the Majeſty of our King, 
* and the Peace of the Kingdom, for the common 
* Happineſs of our ſelves and the Poſterity. And 
* becauſe we cannot look for a Blefling from God up- 
on our Proceedings, except with our Profeſſion and 
* Subſcription, we join ſuch a Life and Converſa- 
* tion, as beſeemeth Chriftians, who have renew'd 
* their Covenant with God, We therefore faithfully 
* promiſe for our ſelves, our Followers, and all o- 
* thers under us, both in publick and in our particu- 
* lar Families, and Perſonal Carriage, to endeavour 

T7 [4 to 
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* to keep our ſelves within the Bounds of Chriſtian 
* Liberty, and to be good Examples to others of all 
Godlineſs, Soberneſs and Righteoufneſs, and of e- 
* very Duty we owe to God and Man. And that 
© this our Union and Conjunction may be obſerv'd 
without Violation, we call the living God, the 
© Searcher of our Hearts, to Witneſs, who kneweth 
* this to be our ſincere Deſire and unfeigned Reſolu- 
tion, as we ſhall anſwer to JESUS CHRIST in 
the Great Day, and under the Pain of God's ever- 


* laſting Wrath, and of Infamy, and of Loſs of all | 


* Honour and Reſpect in this World ; moſt humbly 


* beſeeching the Lord to ſtrengthen us by his Holy | 


* Spirit to this End, and to bleſs our Deſires and 
Proceedings with a happy Succeſs, that Religion 
* and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh in the Land, to the 
Glory of God, the Honour of our King, and Peace 
* and Comfort of us All. In Witneſs whereof we 
© have Subſcribd with our Hands all the Pre- 
* miles, c. 


This Band was forc'd upon all Perſons, without e- 
ver acquainting the King, contrary to an Act of King 
James VI. and another of Queen Mary, prohibitin 
any ſuch Combinations, without the Conſent an 
Approbation of the Sovereign. Beſides that, this ap- 
pears to be quite different from the firft made in the 
Reign of King James, as above, and authoriz d by 

him. The firft Band ran in Defence of the King, his 
Authority and Perſon, &c. whereas this adds, the 
Defence of one another. So that the firſt was made 
againſt all that held unla ful Correſpondences with 
Foreigners, and for the Support of the Crown ; and 
the latter againſt the King, if he ſhall oppoſe them, 
and all that adbere to him. | 
There is another Extravagancy in the latter 
which is, that the Conſeſſion is to be interpreted and 
under 
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underſtood of all the pretended Novations; which 
was making Men Swear to the Thoughts of the 


' Framers thereof, who were all dead, and knew no- 


thing, or ever thought of thoſe pretended Nova- 
tions they talk'd of. 15 | 

When they had work'd up the People thus Solemn- 
ly to engage in all their wicked Practices, the Heads 
of the Faction, thought fit to act more barefac'd, 
and accordingly, in Purſuance to their Bard, began to 
Arm and make all Preparations for an open Rebellion, 
To quell theſe Storms, the King went into Scotland, 


, i where he granted all that was ask'd of him, and was 


Complimented, without any Sincerity, by thoſe Peo- 
ple, who as ſoon as his Back was turn d, renew'd 
their diſloyal Cabals, and preſently after gather d 
Forces, and without laying afide any of their hypo- 
critical Pretences, enter d England with an Army; 
but of thoſe Affairs it is needleſs to give any Account 
here; and they are barely hinted at to ſhow the Suc- 
ceſſion of theſe Traiterous Oaths; for this Rebellion 
firſt produc'd the ſo- much- talk d- of Solemn League 
and Covenant, hatch'd in Scotland, and afterwards, 
when the Two Nations were ſtrictly united in Trea- 


ſonable Bonds, tranſmited into England, and thence 


into Ireland, leſt any of the Kingdoms ſhould eſcape 
the Infection. It is here omitted, becauſe placd in 
Courſe among the following Engliſsb Oaths, in the 

Lear 1643. | 
In the faid Year, when the Rebellion ran high, 
King Charles I. having ſome Correſpondence in Lon- 
don, directed and ſent a Commiſſion to Sir Nicholas 
Criſp, Sir George Stroud, Sir Thomas Gardner, Sir 
George Binton, and Sir Edward Car/ton, Knights; 
Richard Edes, Marmaduke Roydon, Thomas Broom, Elqs; 
Peter Paggon, Charles Ginnings, Robert Abbot, An- 
drew King, William White, Stephen Boulton, Robert 
Alden, Edmund Foſter, and Thomas A Gen- 
tlemen, 
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tlemen, conſtituting them a Council of War, for the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, the Borough of 


Southwark, and the County of Middleſex, and gi- 
ving them full Power to appoint a Genera], and all 
other Officers, to raiſe Men, and to levy Money for 


his Service againſt the Rebels. This being diſcover d, 


and the whole Matter own'd to the Two Houſes, cal- 
ling themſelves a Parliament, by Mr. Waller, Tomp- 
kins, Chaloner, Hazel, and ſome others, that Aſſem- 
bly ſet out a Traiterous Pamphlet, entituIFd, A brief 
Narrative of the late Treacherous and Horrid Deſign, 
which by the great Bleſſing and ſpecial Providence of 
God, bas been lately diſcover'd, and for which publick 
Thankſgving is, by Order of both Houſes of Parliament, 
appointed on Thurſday the 15th of June, 1643. In it, 


according to Cuſtom, they revile his Myjeſty, and all 


Loyal Subjects; and then order their baſe Libel, to- 
gether with his Majeſty's Commiſſion, to be read in 
all Churches and Chapels, in the Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, and the Suburbs, on the 152h of 
June atoreſaid. But that they might not only a- 
buſe Religion by their mock-Thankſgiving, and rea- 
ding of their Infamous Libel in Churches, they, on 
the 6th of the ſame June, 1643. contriv'd the fol. 
lowing Hypocritical Oaths. 


A Sacred Vow and Covenant, taken by the Lords and 
Commons Aſſembled in Parliament ; upon the Diſco- 
very of the late Horrid and Treatherous Deſign, for 
the Deſtruction of this Parliament and the Kingdom 
together with the Names of thoſe Members of the 

| Houſe of Commons, which have taken the ſaid Vou 
and Covenant. 


: Hereas there hath been, and now is, in this 
Kingdom, a Popiſh and Traiterous Plot, 

* for the Subverſion of the true Proteſtant Refarm'd 
* Religion, 
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Heſign lately ene and that I never gave, 
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* Religion, and the Liberty of the Subject; and in 
Purſuance thereof, a Popiſh Army hath been rais d, 
and is now on Foot in divers Parts of this King- 
* dom. And whereas there has been a Treacherous 
and Horrid Deſign lately diſcover d, by the great 
Bleſling and eſpecial Providence of God, of divers 
Perſons, to join themſelves with the Armies rais d 
* by the King, and to deſtroy the Forces tais d by the 
* Lords and Commons in Parliament, to ſurprize the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, with the Su- 
* burbs, by Arms to force the Parliament; aud find- 
ing by conſtant Experience, that many Ways of 


Force and Treachery are continually attempted, to 
bring to utter Ruin and Deſtruction the Parlia- 
© ment and Kingdom, and that which is deareſt, the 
| frue Proteſtant Religion; and that for the prevent- 
ing and withſtanding the ſame, it is fit, that all 
* who are true · hearted and Lovers of their Countty, 
| ſhould bind themſelves each to other in 4 Sacred 
. Vow and Covenaut. 5 +6 | boy | 


JA. B. In Hunulity and Revererice of the Divine 

* Majeſty, declare. my hearty. Sorrow for my own 
Sins, and the Sins of this Nation, which have 
* deſerv'd the Calamities and Judgments that now 
lie upon it. And my true Intention is, by God's 
Grace, to endeavour the Amendment of my own 
Ways. And I do further, in the Preſence. of 
Almighty God, Declare, Vow, and Covenant, That 
in Order to the Security and Preſervation of the 
*true Reform'd Proteſtant Religion, and Liberty of 
the Subject, I will not conſent to the laying down 
of Arms, fo long as the Papiſts, now in open War 
- againſt the Parliament, ſhall by Force of Arms be 
protected from the Juſtice thereof ; and that I do 


abhor and deteſt the ſaid wicked and treacherous 


nor 


Nature: And in Cafe, any other Hke Deſign 


Almighty God, the Searcher of all Hearts, with a 
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© nor will give my Aſſent to the Execution t thereof; 


< but will, according to my Power and Vocation, 
© oppoſe and refiſtthe ſame, and all pther of the, 1. i 


_ hereafter come to my Knowledge, I will 2 7 fro 
« timely Diſcovery as I ſhall conceive may beſt cn. 
© Juice to the preventing thereof. And "wheat 1 
do in my Conſcience be believe That't Forcerralsa 
* by the Two Houſes of Parliament, ure rais'd "and 


3 


continu d for their juſt Defence, and for the Pefence | 


of the true Proteftant Religion, and Liberty of the 
„Säbzect, againſt the Forces d by the King: ; that 
* I will, according to my Power and Vocation, af 
f ſt the Forces rais d and contint d by both Houſes 
© of Parliament; againft the Forces rais'd by the 
* King, without their Conſent ; and will Rkewiſe a. 
© fiſt all other Perſons that ſhall take this Oath, in 
„What they ſhall do in Purſuance thereof, and wil 
© not ditealy or indirectly adhere "unto, nor ſhall 
* willingly aſſiſt the Forces rais'd by the King, with- 
- out the Conſent of both, Houſes of Parliament. And} 
* this Vow and Covenant T make in the Preſence of | 


© true Intention to perform the fame, as I ſhall An. 
* ſwer at the great Day, when the Secrets of all 
a Hearts ſhall be diſclos d. | 1 


This ſcandalous Oath was the game Day talen TE 
near Two Hundred of that Rebellious Gang, under 
the Name of a Houſe of Commons: Next follow d, 


The, Vow, and Covenant 10 be talen by th 
2d ert Armies. and Kingdoms. - 


ereas the Lords and Commons non Aﬀenr 
* bled in Parliament, have declard, That 


0 ther kath been, and now 7 18, a Popiſly and Traite 
© rous 


* 


C * 


r. rous Plot, for the Subverſion of the true Proteſtant 
Reform'd Religion, and the Liberty of the Subjects; 
and that in Purſuance thereof, a Popiſh Army hath 

been rais'd, and is now on Foot in divers Parts of this 

Kingdom; and have further, in a folemn Manner 

W © Declar'd, Vow'd and Covenanted, That in Order 

to the Security and Preſervation'of the true Prote- 

* ſtant Religion, and Liberty of the Subject, they 

* will not conſent to the laying down Arms, ſo long 

* as the Papiſts, now in open War againſt the Parha- 

* ment, ſhould by Force of Arms be protected from 

the Jaſtice thereof And whereas the Lords and 

* Commons have declar'd, That there has been a 

* Treacherous and Horrid Deſign lately diſcover'd, by 

the great Bleſſing and eſpecial Providence of God, 

* of divers Perſons, to join themſelves with the Ar- 

mies rais'd by the K I N, and to deſtroy the For- 

* ces rais d by the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 

ment, to ſyrprize the Cities of London and Weſtmin- 

* ter, with the Suburbs, and by Arms to forte the 

* Parliament ; and the ſaid Lords and Commons 

* finding by conſtant Experience, that many Ways 

* of Force and Treachery are continually attempted, 

to bring to utter Ruin the Parliament and King- 

* dom, and that which is deareſt, the true Proteſtant 

; ae and that for the preventing and with- 

F * ſtanding the ſame, they have thought fit, that all 

by * who are true-hearted, and Lovers of their Country 

ler  . {hould bind themſelves each to other, in a Sacred 

: Vow and Covenant, in Manner and Form as fol- 

* loweth; and accordingly, y. 


be * I 4. B. In Humility and Reverence of the Di- 
| * vine Majeſty, declare my hearty Sorrow for my 
m. on Sins and the Sins of this Nation, which have 
at | delerv'd the Calamities and Judgments that now 
te. lie upon it; and my true Intention is, by God's | 
- $83.4 @ z - dae, 


—— — — cor — — 
A 


7 . | 
Grace, to endeavour the Amendment of my o 


: Ways; and that I do abhor and deteſt the ſaid M 
Wicked and Treacherous Deligy lately diſcover'd ; 


5 and that I never gave, nor will give my Aſſent ta 
the Execution thereof, but will, Fang. to my 
Power and Vocation, oppoſe and. reſiſt the ſame, 
and all other of the like Nature; And in Cale any 
other Deſtpn ſhall hereafter come to my Knowledge, 
"I will make ſuch timely Diſcovery as I. (hall con- 
* ceive may beſt conduce to the preventing thereof, 
And whereas I do in my Conſcience believe, that 
* the Forces rais d by the Two Houſes of Parliament, 
* arerais'd and continu'd for their juſt Defence, and 
© for the Defence of the true Proteſtant Religion, and 
* Liberties of the Subject, againſt the Forces rais'd by 
© the King; I do here, in the Preſence of Almighty 
© God, Declare, Vow and Covengut, that I will, ac- 
© cording/to.my Power and Vocation, aſſiſt the For- 
* ces, rais'd and continu'd by both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, againſt the Forces rais'd by the King, with- 
* out their Conſent ; and will likewiſe aſſiſt all other 
* Perſons that ſhall take this Oath, in what they do 
in Purſuance thereof; and will not directly or im 
directly adhere unto, nor ſhall willingly aſſiſt the 
Forces rais d by the King, without the Conſent of 
ll * both Houſes of Parliament; and this Vow and Co- 
i © venant I make in the Preſence of Almighty God, 
it © the Searcher of all Hearts, with a true Intention to 
perform the ſame, as I ſhall Anſwer at the great 
f — when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be dif 
** | innen 


On the 27th of the ſame Month of June, 1643. 
® the Two Houſes, appointed the Yow and Covenant to 
[| be taken by every Man in the Cities of Landon and 
if . Weſtminſter, the Suburbs and Liberties thereof, and 
. | thropghout the whole Kingdom. This Vow and Co 
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venant being the very ſame with that mention d laſt 
above for the Armies and 5 it is needleſs to 
repeat it. It may be obſerv'd, that it was order d 
I to be taken by every Man throughout the whole Ring- 
dom; fo that it was a Project as far as in thoſe Rebels 
ny, to oblige all Men to be perjur d, or elſe to ruin 
them; however, more Mercy was ſhown to the Fe- 
male Sex, who, it does not appear, were oblig'd to 
-| we" The fame Day aboye-mention'd were 
of. form'd, | , 


F Inſtructions for the taking of the Y ow and 
COVENANT. throughout the Kyngdom. 


1. 1 all the Knights and Burgeſſes now 
1 in Parliament, do take ſpecial Care, 
* ſpeedily to ſend down into their ſeveral Counties a 
competent Number of the Copies of the Vow and 
ia · © Covenant, unto the Deputy-Lieutenants and Com- 
© mittees of Parliament in their ſeveral Counties, 
* and require a Certificate from them of the Day 
WF © when they were receivd, which they are to return 
in: to the Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, that ſo an 
the WM Account may be given of it, as there ſhall be Oc- 
of © caſion. | | 
do- © 2. That the ſaid Deputy-Lieutenants and Com- 
od, mittees, do within Six Days at the utmoſt, diſperſe 
to © the faid Copies unto every Parith-Church, or Cha- 
ezt © pel, in their ſeveral Counties, to be deliver d unto 
lik the Miniſter, or Church-Wardens of the ſaid ſeveral 
* Churches, which they ſhall ſend together with the 
Precept, under ſome one or more of their Hands, 
43. : commanding the ſeveral Miniſters and Church- 
toll © Wardens to return a true Certificate within Twenty 
nd © Days, of the Names of thoſe who ſhall not take it, 
nd IF - unto ſuch Perſon, within the ſaid ſeveral Counties, 
bas ſhall by the ſaid Deputy-Licutenants, or Com- 


© mittees, 
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*-mittees,: or ſome of them, be appointed to receive 
© the ſame, R J "i ; 

233. That the Miniſters of the ſeveral Churches or 
©* Chapels, ſhall give publick Notice upon the firſt 
* Lord's-Day, after the Receipt of ſuch Copies, c. 
* what Day the ſaid Vom and Covenant ſhall be taken 
in their ſeveral Pariſhes, the Time not to exceed 

the Seventh Day after ſuch Notice, 3 
4. That before the Day ſo appointed, the Con- 
* ſtables of every Town, within the ſaid ſeveral Pa- 
* riſhes, ſhall bring unto the Miniſters the Names 
* fairwritten of all Men, above the Age of Fifteen, 
* reſiding within their ſeveral Towns and Villages; 
and the Church-Wardens of every Pariſh, ſhall be. 
* fore the ſaid Day ſo appointed, provide a Regiſter-M 


© and Covpnant fair written, wherein every Man 
after he hath taken the ſaid Vow and Covenant 
< ſhall write his Name, or make his Mark, whereuntol 
c his Name ſhall be written. p 
5. That this Vom and Covenant ſhall be taken by 
© all Men in the Church, within the ſeveral Pariſhes 
© where they do reſide, in the Preſence of the Min: 
© ſters, Church-Wardens, Side-Men and Conſtableſ 
* of the {aid Pariſhes, or Two of them at the leaſt 
+ zointly with the Miniſter, the Parties ſtanding up} 
and either audibly pronouncing all the Wards of 
* the ſame, or elſe ſome one having then Solemnlyj 
< read over the whole, and taken it in their Sighti 
* and Hearing, they ſhall take the Covenant in theiſ 
* Hand, ſaying, And I A. B. tate ' this Vow and Co 
* venant, &c. as it is in the laſt Clauſe of the Cove 
--* nant; unto the End theres. 
6. That if any reſiding in the Pariſh do no 
* come, and take the ſaid Vow and Coyengnt, as 1 
* toreſaid, at the firſt Day appointed for the ſame 
then the Miniſter ſhall appoint another Day for 
| "The 


( ſome of the Houle, of the 
(taking of it; and if they ſhall not come and take 
it at that Time, they may be return d for Refuſers 
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0 2 after; and the Church-Wardens, or ſome 
for them, are to go into the Houſes where they 
« dwell; and give them perſ6nal Notice; and if t 

* be not at home, then to leave the Notice wi 
appointed for their 


of N: 


«7. That thoMiniftersand Church Wardens of the 


„ ſcveral - Pariſhes, ſhall within Twenty Days after 


© their Receipt of the ſaid Copies of the Vw-äand Co 
vie nant, make a true Certificate of the Names of 


all fuc within their Pariſhes, as do not take it, 


© unto ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for that 
c Purpoſe, who ſhall ſpeedily return them umto the 


Deputy-Lieutenants, or Committees of Parliament 


in that County, or any Three of them; together 
with the Names of all ſuch Miniſters, as do not 
ſend in their Certificates, within the Twenty Days 
aforeſaid. Whereof the ſaid Deputy-Lientenants, 
or Committees, are to make Duplicates, "Keeping 
one Part with them, and returning the other feat d, 
unto the Clerk of the Houſe of Commons. FO 
* 8, That the Deputy-Lieutenants and Committees 
of Parliament, or ſome of them, do forthwith 
diſarm, or cauſe to be difarin'd, all thoſe that ſhall 
not take the faid Vow and Covenant. And if it can 
be provid by any one Witneſs, that they had in 
their Cuſtody any Arms what ſoever, at the Time 
of the Making ef this Covenant, or at any Time 
ſince, which they ſhall not then deliver unto thoſe 


appointed for to ſeize the fame, then they ſhall be 
forthwith committed to Priſon, without Bail or 


9. That no Soldiers entertain'd ſhall receive any 
Pay from the State, until they have, in the Preſence 
of their Commander, and ſome Miniſter, taken the 
Voto and Covenant. The 


564 


The Rebel Lerds and Commons did not think 
themſelves, nor the People they had compell'd, to 


take the above · written Jom and Covenant, ſufficient. 


ly bound to the Performance of all their Traiterou 
Deſigns, and therefore they ſtill proceeded to invent 
new Oaths, as if they could not reft ſatisfy'd with 
the Temporal Deſtruction of all thoſe, who durſt 
expreſs the leaſt Senſe of Loyalty, unleſs they alſo 
oblig'd them to deſtroy their Souls, by taking ſuch 
Oaths as they knew to be Damnable, to preſerve the 
ſmall Remains of their worldly Fortunes, The So 
lemn League and Covenant had been firſt ſet up, and 
taken in Scotland; and that Exgland might not be be- 
hind Hand in any Share of Guilt and Infamy, it was 


no brought hither, after this Manner. 


February 2, 16433. 

An Ordinance of the Lords and Commoms, en. 
joining the taking of the late Solemn League an 
Covenant, throughout the Kingdom, of Eng- 
land, and Dominion f Wales. 


Hereas a Covenant for the Preſervation and 

Reformation of Religion, the Maintenance 
and Defence of Laws and Liberties, hath been 
* thought a fit and excellent Means to acquire the 
* Favour of Almighty God towards the Three King. 
* doms of England, Scotland and Ireland; and like 
* wite to unite them, and by uniting, to ſtrengthen 
* and fortify them againſt the common Enemy of 
the True Reform'd Religion, Peace and Proſperity 


c 
4 
* 


Jof theſe Kingdoms: And whereas both Houſes of 


Parliament in England, the Cities of London and 
* Weſtminſter, and the Kingdom of Scotland, have al. 
* ready taken the ſame; It is now Order'd and Or- 
* daind by the Lords and Commons in * 

| | t 
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1 
That the ſame Covenant be ſolemnly taken, in all 
places throughout the Kingdom of England and Do- 
© minion of Wales ; and for the better and more or- 
* derly taking thereof theſe Directions enſuing are 


/ . 


appointed and enjoin'd ſtrictly to be follow d. 


Inftruitions for the taking of the Solemn League 
ile 2 throughout the Ringdom. | 


1. Hat the Speakers of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment do ſpeedily ſend to the Lord Gene- 
© ral, and all other Commanders in Chief, and Go- 
* yernars of Forts, Towns, Caſtles and Garriſons, as 
* alſo to the Earl of Warwick, Lord High Admira 
* of England, true Copies of the Solemn Legue an 
Covenant, to the End it may be taken by all Officers 
and Soldiers under their ſeveral Commands. 
* 2. That all the Knights and Burgeſſes now in 
parliament, do take ſpecial Care ſpeedily to ſend 


* down into their ſeveral Counties, which are, or 


© ſhall be hereafter under the Power of the Parlia- 
ment, a competent Number of true Copies of the 
* ſaid Leue and Covenant, unto the Committees of 


© Parliament in their ſeveral Counties; and that the 


* aid Committees do within Six Days, at the moſt, 
* diſperſe the ſaid Copies to every Pariſh-Church o 
Chapel, in their ſeveral Counties, to be deliver'd 
* unto the Minifters, Church-Wardens, or Conftables 
* of the ſeveral Pariſhes. BUN TOE 

3. That the ſaid Committees be requir'd to re- 
turn a Certificate of the Day when they receiv'd 
the ſaid Copies, as alſo the Day they ſent them 
forth, and to what Pariſhes they have ſent them, 
* which Certificate they are to return to the Clerk of 
the Parliament appointed for the Commons Houſe, 
that ſo an Account may be given of it, as there 
' ſhall be Occaſion. N 8 

. H * 4+ That 


© preach'd by one appointed by the Committee for 
(that Purpoſe, they cauſe the ſame Miniſter to ten- 


by them, in the Preſence of the ſaid Committees. 


* 


* 2 
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4. That the ſeveral Miniſters be requir'd to read 
© the ſaid Covenant publickly unto their People, the 
next Lord's Day after they receive it, and pre. A 
< pare their People for it, againſt the Time they ſhalli 


- 


* be call'd to take t. 45 A 

5. That the ſaid Leagze and Covenant be taken] 
* by the Committees of Parliament, in the Place 
© where they reſide, and tender'd alſo to the Inha- 
© bitants. of the Town, within Seven Days after itil 
comes to the {aid Committees Hands: = 

* 6. That the ſaid Committees, after they have 
© taken it themſelves, do ſpeedily diſperſe them 
* ſelves through the faid Counties, ſo as Three ori 
Four of them be together on Days appointed, ati 
* the. chief Places of Meeting for the — Divi- 
* ſions of the ſaid Counties, and Summon all the Mi- 
* niſters, ;Church-Wardens, Conſtables, and ot her 
* Officers; unto that Place; where, alter 2 Sermon! 


© der the League and Covenant unto all ſuch Mini- 
© ſters, and other Officers, to be taken and ſubſcrib'd 


* 7. That the ſaid Committees do withal give the 
* faid Miniſters in Charge, to tender it unto all- the 
* reſt of their Pariſhioners the next Lord's Day, 
making then unto their ſaid Pariſhioners ſome So- 
© lemn Exhortation, concerning the taking and ob- 
© ſerving thereof; and that the ſaid Committees do 
* alſo return to the ſeveral-Pariſhes. the Names of al 
© ſuch as have taken the Covenant before them, who 
© yet ſhall alſo ſubſcribe their Names in the Book or 
© Roll, with their Neighbours, in their ſeveral Pa- 
© riſhes: And if any Miniſter refuſe or neglect to ap- 
© pear at the ſaid: Summons, or refuſe to take the 
© {aid Covenant before the Committee, or to tender it 


* to his Pariſh, that then the Committees be careful 
r * to 
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to appoint another Miniſter to do it in his Place. 
- © 8, That this League and Covenant be tender'd to 
© all Men, within the feveral Pariſhes, above the Age 
© of Eighteen, as well Lodgers as Inhabitants. 

© 9. That it be recommended to the Earl of Man- 
* cheſter, to take ſpecial Care that it be tender'd and 
© taken in the Univerſity of Canbridęe. | 

* 10. That for the better Encouragement of all 
© Sorts of Perſons to take it; it be recommended to 
the Aſſembly of Divines, to make a brief Declara- 
tion, by way of Exhortation, to all Sorts of Per- 
* ſons to take 1t, as that which they judge not only 
* lawful, but, all Things conſider'd, exceeding ex- 
© p:dient, and neceſſary for all that wiſh well to Re- 
* ligion, the King and Kingdom, to join in, and to 
* bea ſingular Pledge of God's gracious Goodneſs ta 
* all the Three Kingdoms. | 

* 11. That if any Miniſter do refufe to take or ten- 
* der the Covenant, or any other Perſon or Perfons, 
do not take it the Lord's Day that it is tender d, 
* that then it be tender'd to them again the Lord's 
* Day following, and if they ſhall continue to re- 
* fuſe it, that then their Names be return'd by the 
* Miniſter that tenders it, and by the Church- 
* Wardens and Conſtables, unto the Committees, 
and by them to the Houſe of Commons, that ſuch 
further Courſe may be taken with them, as the 
Houſes of Parliament ſhall fee Cauſe. 

* 12. That all ſuch Perſons as are within the ſeve- 
* ral Pariſhes, when Notice is given of the taking of 
it, and do abſent themſelves from the Church at the 
Time of taking of it, and come not in afterwards to 
* the Miniſter and Church-Wardens, or other Officers, 
to take it in their Preſence before the Return 
be made, bereturn'd as Refuſers. : 

*13. The Manner of taking it to be thus, The Mi- 


* niſtey to read the whole Covenant diſtinily and audi- 


H 2 * bly 
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0 bly in tbe Pulpit, and during the Time of the Reading 
_Thereof, the whole Congregation to be uncover d, and 
at the End of his Reading thereof, all to take it 
* Standing, lifting up tbeir Right Hands bare, and then 
© efterwards to ſubſcribe it ſcverally, by toriting their 
* Names, or their Marks, to which their Names are 10 i 
be added, in a Parchment Roll, or a 77 whereunto if 
7 


— =_ 0 _ 
— ——ĩ m 
* 


* the Covenant zs 10 be inſerted, purpoſely provided 
"| * for that End, and Rept as 4 Record in the Paryſh. 
ö 14. That the Aſſembly of Divines do prepare an 
| * Exhortation for the better taking of the Covenant; 
* and that the ſaid Exhortation, and the Declaration 
; © of the Kingdoms of England and Scorland join d in 
© the Armies, for the Vindication and Defence of 


= their Religion, Liherties and Laws, againſt the Po-W 
17% © piſh, Prelatical and Malignant Party, and paſſed M 
| * the zothof Jae) laſt, be publickly read, chen 
| nt Eb eel 
== * Sixth Articles; and that a ſufficient Number of thei 
| © * Copies of the ſaid Declaration, be ſent by the per. 


(8 * ſons appointed to fend the true Copies of the ſaid 
a © Copenant, in the Firſt and Second Articles. | 
i Hen. Elſynge, Cler. Parl. Dom. Com. 


| That the Reader may have a full View of the vil. 
f lainous Hypocrify of thoſe Times, the Exhortation 
0 compos d by the Aſſembly of ſuch Divines as were 
bd then in Faſhion, for the taking of that helliſh Oath, 
[ is here alſo inſerted. | 


F An Exhortation to the taking of the Solemn League 
| and Covenant, for the Reformation and Defence o 
Wo Religion, the Honour and Happineſs of the King 
i and the Peace and Safety of the Three Kingdoms 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
q 1 I F the Power of Religion, or ſolid Reaſon, if Loy. 
'&'*2alty to the King, and Piety to their Native 

e F | . Country, 


Country, or Love to themſelves, and natural Af- 
* tection to their Poſterity ; if the Example of good 
+ Men, toucli'd with a deep Senſe ot all theſe; or ex- 
* traordinary Succeſs from God thereupon, can awaken 
* an embrozl'd bleeding Remnant to embrace the So- 
* vereign,. and only Means of their Recovery, there 
can be no Daubt, but this So/emn League and Cove- 
© nant will find, whereſoever it ſhall be tender'd, a 


+ People ready to entertain it with all Cheerfulneſs 


* and Duty, | AE. 

And were it not commended to the Kingdom, by 
the concurrent Encouragement of the Honourable 
© Houſes of Parliament, the Aſſembly of Divines, the 
* Renowned City of Londop, Multitudes of other Per- 
* {ons of eminent Rank and Quality in this Nation, 
* and the whole Body of Scotland, who have all wil - 
{ lingly Sworn and Subſcrib'd to it, with Rejoycing 
* at the Oath, ſo graciouily ſeconded from Heaven 
already, by blaſting the Councils, and breaking 
* the Power of the Enemy, more than ever; yet it 


id goeth forth in its own Strength, with ſuch convin- 


* cing Evidence of Equity, Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
© as may raiſe in all, not wilfully ignorant, or mi- 
* ſerably ſeduc'd, inflam'd Affections to join with 
© their Brethren in this happy Bond, for putting an 
End to the preſent Miſeries, and for ſaving of 
King and Kingdom from utter Ruin, now fo ſtrong- 
? 1 and openly labour d by the Popiſh Faction, and 
* ſuch as have been bewitch d and belotted by that 
* yiperous and bloody Generation. ; 
© For what is there almoſt in this Covenant, which 
* was not for Subſtance either expreſs'd, or manifeſt- 
* ly included in that Solemn Prozeſtarion of May 5, 
* 1641, wherein the whole Kingdom ſtands engag d 
until this te The — Neglect — _ 
as we may , open one Floodgate the 
more to let in theſe Calamities upon the Kingder 


5 


— - — . * 
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and caſt upon it a Neceſſity of renewing Covenant, 
and of entring into this. | 

© If it be ſaid, the Extirpation of Prelacy, to wit, 
* the whole Hierarchical Government, ſtauding as 
* yet by the known Laws of the Kingdom, is new 
and unwarrantable; this will appear to all impar- 
* tial Underſtandings, though new, to be not only 
* warrantable, but neceſſary ; if they conſider, to 
* omit what ſome ſay, that this Government was ne- 
ver formally eſtabl / ſnd by any Laws of this King- 
dom at all, that the very Lite and Soul thereof is 
already taken from it, by an Act paſſed this pre- 
* ſent Parliament, ſo as, like Fezabe/'s Carcaſs, of 


* which no more was left but the Skull, the Feet and 


© Palms of the Hands, nothing of Juriſdiction re- 
mains, but what is precarious in them, and volun- 
* tary in thoſe who ſubmit unto them; that their 
whole Government is at beſt but a human Conſti- W 
* tution, and ſuch, as if found and adjudg'd by both 
© Houſes of Parliament, in which the Judgment of 
the whole Kingdom is involv'd and declar'd, not 
© only very prejudicial to the State, but a great Hin- 


_ * drance alſo to the perfect Reformation of Religion; 


yet who knoweth it not to be much an Enemy 
* thereunto, and deſtructive to the Power of Godli- 
© neſs, and pure Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of 


_ ©Cnxe1srT, which mov'd the Well; affected, almoſt 


throughout this Kingdom, long ſince to Petition 
this Parliament, as hath been deſir d before, even 
© in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and of King 
© Fames, for a total Abolition of the ſame. Nor is a- 
ny Man hereby bound to offer any Violence to their i 
* Perſons, but only in his Place and Calling, to en- 
* deavour their Extirpation in a lawful: Way. 
And as for thoſe Clergy-men, who pretend, that 
they, above all others, cannot Covenant to extir- 
© pate that Government, becauſe they have, as 2 | 
4 ' lay, 


e aw, eee 
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* ſay, taken a Solemn Oath to obey the Biſhops, 
in licitts\ & boneſtzs ; they can tell, if they pleaſe, 
* that they that have Sworn Obedience to the Laws 
* of the Land, are not thereby prohibited from en- 
deavouring, by all lawful: Means, the Abolition of 
* thoſe Laws, when they prove inconvenient, or miſ- 
chievous. And it yet there ſhould any Oath be 
found, into which any Miniſters or others have 
Venter d, not warranted by the Laws of God and the 
Land, in this Caſe they muſt teach themſelves and 
* others, that ſuch  Oaths call for Repentance, not 
* Pertinacy in them. 1 | 
If it be pleaded, that this Covenant croſſeth the 
Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, there can be 
nothing further- 2 Truth; for this Covenant 
binds all, and more ſtrongly engageth them to pre- 
ſerve and defend the King's Majeſty's Perſon and Au- 
thority, .in the Preſervation and Defence of rhe true 
Religion and Liberties of the Kingdom. 119 3641 
That Scruple, that this is done without the King's 
Conſent; will ſoon be remov'd, if it be remember d, 
that the Proteſtation of the 5th, of May, before-men- 
tion d, was in the ſame Manner voted and executed 
by both Houſes, and after, by Order of one Houſe 
alone, ſent abroad to all the Kingdom, his Majeſty 
not excepting againſt it, or giving any Stop to the 
taking of it, albeit he was then Reſident in Perſon 
at Mhite- hall. ” 
Thus Ezra and Nebemiab drew all the Pepole in- 
to a Covenant, without any ſpecial Commiſſion 
from the Perſian Monarchs, then their Sovereigns, 
ſo to do; albeit they were not free Subjects, but 
Vaſſals, and one of them the menial Servant of 
Artaxerxes, there by Conqueſt King of Judah allo. 
hat Nor hath this Doctrine, or Practice been deem d 
ir- Seditious or Unwarrantable by the Princes that have 
hey late upon the Exgliſʒ Throne; but juſtify'd 15 
| de- 
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n * defended by Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed Memory, 


| | © with the Etpenceof much Treaſure and noble Blood, 
3 in the United - Provinces of the Netherlands, com- 


0 l bin d, not only without, but againſt the unjuft Vi. 
if ; lence. af Phibp of Spain. ' King Jams followd i 
| * her Steps ſo far; as to approve their Union, and to 
" etiter unto League with then as Ae which 
& is continud by his Majeſty reine unto 
1 t this Day, who both by his Expedition or Relief of 
| 
4 


i TE 


Roch in France, and de ſtrict Confederacy with 

the Prince of Orange, and the States:General, not- 

; withſtanding all the Importunity of Spain to the 

[ * contrary; : hath ſet to ideal, that all that had been 
5 done by his Ro — wil in Maintainance off 
Fl , ; _ who: had jo engag d and coutbin'd' tliemſelves, E 
4 warrantable. - 1 

| t had become of the Religion, Laws and 
wall <Liberten our Siſter Nation of Scotland, had they 
1 not enter d into ſuch a Sole mm Leagur and C enam; 
if A the Beginning of the late Troubles there. Which 
nll « Courle however, it was-at firſt, by the Popiſh and 
it ; * Prelatick Projotions, repreſented to his Majeſty, ai 
If * an Offence © higheſt Nature, juſtly delervn 3 
10 © Chaſtiſement by 4 Fury of 4 pu iſlant Army; 4 

bl, when the Matter came afterwards in cool B n | 
Wa © be debated, firſt by Commitlioners of both King 
0 * doms, and then in open Parliament here, when all 
ff * thoſe of either Houſe, _who are now engag'd at Or 
ti * ford, were preſent in Parliament, and gave their 
„ Votes therein, it was found, adjadg'd and deelard 
| : by the King in Parliament, that our dear Brethren 


Wl * of Scotland had done nothing, but what became 
1 loyal and obedient Subjects, and were therenpon by 

| Act of Parliament publickly righted' in all th: 
5 Rory of this Kingdom, Got they had been 
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xy, © Therefore, however ſome Men hood-wink'd and 
50d. blinded by the Artifices of | thoſe Jeſuitical Eugi- 
om. neers, who ha ve long conſpir d to ſacrifice our Ræli- 
Vi. gion to the Idolatry of Rome, our Laws, Liberties 
wal 2nd Perſons, to arbitrary Slavery, and our Eſtates 
dea fo their inſatiable Avarice, may poſſibly be de- 

terr d and amus'd with high Threats and Declara- 
to tions, flying up and down on the Wings of the 
for! Royal Name and Countenance, now captivated and 


proſtituted to ſerve all their Luſts, to proclaim all 
Rebels and Traitors, who take this Covenant; yet 
let no faithful Exgliſß Heart be afraid to join with 
* our Brethren of all the Three Kingdoms in this So- 
lemn League, as ſometimes the Men of Iſrael, altho 


A, under another King, did with the Men of Fudab, at 
the Invitation of Heze&rab. x 

and © What tho” thoſe Tongues ſet on Fire by Hell do 

hey rail and threaten, That God who was pleas d to 

ant clear up the Innocency of Mordecai and the Fetos a- 

fich gainft all the malicious Aſperſions of wicked Ha- 


nan to his and their Sovereign, ſo as all his Plotting 
produc'd but this Effect, that, When the King's 
* Commandment and Decree drew near to be put in Ex+ 


in | 
1 ecutiom, and the Enemies of "the Jews bop d to have 
I to Power over them, it was turn d to the contrary; at 


* the Jews bad Rule over. them that bated them, and 
* lad Hands on ſuch as ſought their Hurt, ſo as 10 
Man could toi hſtand them; and that ſame God; who 
but even as Yeſterday, vouchſafed to diſperſe und 
18. featter thoſ& dark Clouds and Fogs, which :over? 
ren ſhadow'd that Loyal and Religious Kingdom of 
Scotland, and to make their Rigfiteouſneſs to ſhine; 
by 25 clear as the Sun at Noon day, in the very Eyes 
tie of their greateſt Enemies, will douhtleſaly ſtand by 
een all thoſe, who with Singleneſs of Heart, and a due 
* Senſe of their own Sins, and à Necæſſity of Refor- 


* nant 


n 
- 
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nam with the Lord, never to be forgotten, to put 
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an End to all thoſe unhappy and unnatural Breaches 
between the King and ſuch as are faithful in the 
Land, cauſing their ' Righteouſneſs and Prarſe: tr i 
* ſpring forth before all the Nations, to the "Terror 
and Confuſion of thoſe Men of Blood, the confete- 
rate Enemies of God and the King, who have long 
*combir'd, and have now rak'd together the Dregs 
and Scum of many Kingdoms, to bury all the Glo- 
ry, Honour and Liberty of this Nation, in the E 

© ternal Grave of Diſhonour and Deſtruction. 


Thus far the canting Exhortation: we now come i 
to the Traiterous Covenant it ſelf; which is thus, 


A Solemn League and Covenant for Reforma- Þ 
tion and Defence of Religion, the . Honour, and 
: Happineſs of the Ming, and the Peace and Safes . 
t) f the Three Kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. : j Sat2 | 1 


. 04 E Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, 
_ Citizens, Burgeſſes, Miniſters of the Go- 
© ſpel and Commons of all Sorts, in the Kingdoms of 
England, Scotland; and Ireland, by the Providence 
© of God living under one King, and being of one 
© Reform'd Religion, having before our Eyes the 
Glory of God, and the Advancement of the King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour JESUS CRHRNIS r, 
the Honour and Happineſs of the King's Majeſty, 
d and his Poſterity, and the true publick Liberty, 
Safety, and Peace of the Kingdoms, wherein every 
© one's private Condition is included, and calling to 
Mind the treacherous and bloody Plots, Conſpira- 


c ces, Attempts and Practices of the Enemies of Gol, 


againſt the true Rebigion and Profe ſſors thereof - 
Wo S F 


me 
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all. Places, eſpecially in theſe Three, Kingdoms, e- 
x 70 ln a een of Wang and WT 
much their Rage, Power and, Preſumption are of 
late, and at this Time. encreas'd and exercis d; 
* whereof the... deplorable Eſtate, of the Church 
and Kingdom, of Ire/and, the diſtreſſed Eſtate: of 
* the Church and Kingdom of Exgland, and the dange- 
*'rous Eſtate of the Church and 18 of Scotland, 
are preſent and publick Teſtimonies; we have now at 
* laſt; after other Means of Supplication, Remonſtrance, 
Proteſtation and Sufferings, for the Preſervation ot. 
“our ſelves and our Religion, from, utter Ruin and 
* Deſtruction,, according to the commendable Pra- 
* Hice of theſe Kingdoms in former Times, and the» 
Example of God's People in other Nations, after 
mature Deliberation, refolv/d and determin'd. to 
* entex into a mutual, and So/exn; League and Cove- 
* 2471, wherein we all Subſcribe, and each one of us 
* for himſelf, with gur Hands lifted up to the maſt 
high ad, doSwear... .. „ f 4 o 
1. That we ſhall ſincerely, really and conſtant- 
ity, through the Grace of 4 Fne in our 
Seberal Places and Callings, the Preſervation of the 
Reformd Religion in the Church ot Scotland, in 
Doctrine, Worthip, Diſcipline; and. Government, 
*2zgainſt our common Enemies, the, Reformation of 
* Religion in the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, in 
Doctrine, Warſhip,, Diſcipline and Government, 
according to the Word of God, and the Example of 
* the beſt Reform d Churches, and ſhall endeavour to 
bring the Churches of God in the Three Kingdoms, 
440 the neareſt Church - Government, Pirector for 
Worſhip and Catechiſing; that we and our Poſterity 
* after us, may, as Brethren, live in Faith and Love, 
and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt of us. 
2. That we ſhall in Iike Manner, without Reſpect 
* of Perſons, endeavour the Extirpation of Popery, 
bak >. I 2 * Prev 
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* Prefacy, that js, Church. Government, by Arch. 
* biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellors and Commif- 
* fariesg, Deaus and Chapters, Arch-deacons, and 
al other Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending on that 
Hietrarchy, Superſtition, Hereſy, Schiſm, Profane. 
neſs, and whatever ſhall be found to be contrary ll 
„e und Doctrine, aud the Tower of Godlineſs, 
left we partake in other Mens Sius, and thereby be 
in Danger to receive of their Plagues, and that the 
Lord may be one, and his Name one in the Three 
Mi ens 1 

2 We ſhall with the fame Sincerity, Reality W 
and Conſtancy, in our ſeveral Votations, endea- 
*vour with our Eftates and Lives; mutually to pre. 
*#ſerye the Rights and Privileges of the Parliament, 
* 1 the Kingübnts, and to preferve 
and defend the King's Majeffy's Perfon and Antho-, 
#Hty, in the Preſervation and Defence of the true 
Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms, that the 
World may bear Witneſs with our Conſciences of 
© orrr Loyalty, and that we Have no Thoughts or In- 
Atentions to diminiffi his Majeſty's juſt Power and 
„„ 2 rant; 93 0 
. We thalt atfo with all Faithfulneſs endeavour I 
the Piſcovery of all ſuch as have been, or fhall be In- 
A cenidiaries, Malignants, or evil Inftruments, by hin- 
*dering the Reformation of gr rat dividing the 
Ring from his People, or one of the Kingdoms from 
another; making any Faction or Parties among the 
people, contrary to this League and Covenant, 
that they may be brought to publick' Tryal, and re- 
© &ive condign Puniſhment, as the Degree of theig 
*Offences mall require or deſtrve, br the fapreme 
© Tudicatories of both Kingdoms ret} 1 1186 * ke 

nad 


* thers having Power from theo! for that E 
Judge canvettenr.. e. 
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5. Aud Whereas l pe of a bleſſed Peace 

© hetweett theſe Kingdonis, deny d in former” Times 
to our Progenitors, Ts by the good Providence of 
God, gramted unto us, and bath been lately con- 
© cluded and ſettled by both Parliaments, we fhall, 
each otie bf us, according to our Place and Intereſt, 
* endeavonr that they may remain conjoin d in a firm 
peace and Union to all Poſtetity, aud that” Juftice, . 

may be done upon the wilfet (Pp thereof, in 
* Manner exprefs'd in the precedent Articles. 
* 6. We ſhall alfo, accortling to ou Places and 
« Caltings, in this common Cauſe of Religion, Li- 
* berty and Peace of the Ringer, aflift and defend 
* all tho e that enter into this League and Covenant, 
© in the maintaining and purfiting thereof, and ſhall 
not ſuffer our ſelves dire&ty or indirettly, by what- 
ſoever Combination, Perfiwaſron, or Terror to. be 
© divided and withdrawn from this bleſſed Union and 
Conjunction, whether to make Defection to the can; 
* trary Party, or to give ourſelves toa deteſtable In- 
differency or Neutrality in this Caufe, which' ſa 
much concerneth the Glory of God, the Good of 
* the Kingdoms, and the Honour of the Ning; but 
„hall all the Days of our Lives, zealonfly and con- 
' ftantly continue therein, againſt all tion, 
and promote the ſame, according to our Power, a: 
© painſt all Lets and Impediments whatſotver; and 
what we are not able our felves to firppreſs, or os 
vercome, we ſhall reveal and make known; that it 
may he timely prevented and remov d. All which 

* we ſhall do as in the Sight of Gd. 
And becauſe theſe, Kingdoms are guilty of many 
Sins and Proyocatiohs againſt God and lis Son 
Jesus Curtis r, as is too maniteſt by our prefent 
Piſtteffes and Dangers, the Fruits thereof, we pro- 
* teſs and declare before God and the World, our un- 
feign d Deſire to be humbled for our own Sins, = 
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too tedioua.to be FS We a few of the 


ro] 
for the dins of theſe, Kingdoms, eſpecially that we 
© havenot, as, we, ought, valu d the ineſtimable Bene- 


& fit ol the Goſpel; that we have not labour d for the 


"Purity and wer thereof, and that we have not 
J endeav 12 r f 11s r in our Hearts, nor 
"to walk iwerthy in our Lives, which. are 
Anka Uk why Sins 2nd Tranſgreſſions, fo 
amougſt us; and our true and un- 
e 2 Deſire and Endeavour 2 our 
ſelves and b thers under gur Power aud. harge, 
both in — 85 and in private, and in all the Bu- 
ties; we owe to God and Man, 62 amend our Laves, 
and each one to go before op er in the Example of 
real Retormation,, that 15 ord may turn aa 
© his Wrath, and heavy. Indignation, and, eflablifh 
© theſe Churches and Kingdoms in Truth and Peace. 
: * And this Copengnt we make in the Preſence, of Al- 
mighty the Searcher, of all Hearts. with a 
true e to perk: form the ame, as we ſhall An- 
wer at that great Day, when the Secrets of all 
© Hearts ſhall be, diſclos 5 mot humbly beſeeching 
© the Lord to ſtrengthen us, by his Holy Spirit to 
© this End; an nd to bleſs, our Deſires and 8 
© with 1 Foul as may, be Deliverance and Sate- 
ty to OI and Encouragement . aha Chri- 
þ - fan [ e rganing under, or in Danger of the 
Ike of An tun Tyranny, 0 to ain in the 
1005 or hike, Ae cio and Coverart,,to the Glory 
of God, the En 1 of F the 1 1 7 Es 1 
RB 7, aud th e Peace and Tran 
ian 3 and Shane . 6 


This was Sign. d, by a . 170 I 6 bol 
ae the Name of He Tin of, 2 COMMA, and 
thus ſent abroad to involve all the N in the 
ſame Villainy., The Names of, thoſe; ets ers are 


1 I 


| of Groby, Trenchard, c. 


(L210 
able are, Lenthal, the Speaker; Cambel, Harley, 


Vane, Seiſior and Junior; Cromwe!, two. Pethams, two 


Franklins, 9 upts Pyr, Ludlow, Walop, Corbet, 
Cor tborthy, Drake, Waller, Onflow's 5 wo, Ford Grey 


We muſt not here omit that Ty 0 piece of 
Villdiny contriv'd by the Rump. Parliament, after they 
had worth, pp'd O/rver and his Son Richard Cromiel, 
and caſt down the latter of them from the Throne, 
in which they had plac d him, they reaſſum d the 
Government, and then conitriv'd, and © enjoin'd all 
Per ons to take that Hiſh@oduct hw hears, which 
here follows, by the Name of, ust ch NN 

thpnrfell) © tf 
The. O 4TH LCL ING 


2 A. B. do hereby Declare, That I renounce the 
pretended Title of CHARLES ITY ART, 
*and the whole Line of the late King [ AME $, and 
* of every other Perſon, as a ſingle Perſon, pretend- 
* ing to the Government of theſe Nations of, England, 
. Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions and Terr 
© ritories thereunto belonging. And that I will by 
* the Grace and Afliſtanceof, Almighty God, be Ink 


faithful and conſtant to this Common. wealth a: 


* painſt any King, ſingle Perſon, and Hodfe of Peers, 
and every of * and hereunto I Subſtribe' my 
Name. . N N | | 1618.5 41 


Thus was ks lawful Severe abjur d, with all 
his Race and WHT: as if he had no Raght, but as 
a meer en 5nd vet ſoon after that ſame Ne. 


narch w 


After: = ele King Gt Il, the feb 


publick Oath gppcinted by AAR AR 6 1 5 was 
1 ge Of den Recoxders, B a 
W d no + r 
lows, being com mon Hl * By WF. 
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The Conronanion OATH. s 


A.B. do Declare and Believe, That it is not 

© lawfal, upon any Pretence whatſoever, to take 

Arms againſt the King, and that I do abhor that 

© Traiterous Poſition, of taking Arms by his Autho- 

* rity againſt his Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are 
Commiſſioned by him. S belp me God. | 


The An Perſons * alſo to Subſcribe the Falun 


ation. 


4 B. do EEG That I hold, that ds lies no 

* Obhgation upon me, or any other Perſon, 

* from the Oath commonly call'd, The Solemn League 

and Cwenant; and that the ſame was in it ſelf an 

© unlawtul Oath, and '1mpos'd. upon the Subjects of 

this Realm, againſt the Ja | Laws and F 
* of the Kingdom. 


The above Oath was alſo a2 quiniſter d e be. 
* they could act as Lords Lieutenants, and to all 
other Perſons under the Degree of a Peer. . 
Next follows the Declaration then appointed to be 
made by all Parſons, W Miniſters, c. which 
was thus; 


10) * Y 


Dinlerntion to be * by Miniſters. © 0 


A, B. do here Declare my unfeigi d Aſſent and N be 
Conſent to all and every Thing contained and 
© preſcribed,” in and by the Book, entitufd, The Book . 
7 af Common- Prayer, 4. Adminiſtration of the Sacre * 
© ments, and other Rites" and Ceremonies "of "the . 0 
* Church,. accord to the Uſe of the Church of Eng: IN, © 
„land, 7 togetber wrth the Pfalter or Pſamt of David, 0 
* Printed as they are-to K or fad in C * 
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and the Form or Manner of Making, Ordaining, and 
© Conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. 


Declaration to be made by Deans, Canons, Pre- 

bendarier, Maſters, and other Heads and Fel- 
Jows of Colleges, Chaplains, Tutors; Readers anfl 

Profeſſors in Univer ſi ies, Parſi us, Vicars, Cu. 
rates, Lecturers and School-maſters. WV 


* 7 A. B. do Declare, That it is not Lawful; upon 
* any Pretence whatſoever, to take up Arms a- 
* gainſt the King; and that I do abhor that Trai- 
* terous Poſition of taking Arms by his Authority a · 
* gainſt his Perſon, or againſt. thoſe that ars Com- 
miſſioned by him; and that I will conform to the 
* Liturgy of the Church of England, as it is now. by 
"Law Eftabliſh*d'; and Ido Declare, That I do hold 
* there lies no Obligation upon me, or on any other 
* Perſon, from the Oath commonly call'd, The Soięmm 
League and Covenant, to endeayour any. Change, or 
e Ae of Government, either in Church or 

* State and that the ſame was in it ſelf an unlawful 
F n im pos d upon the Subjects of this Realm, 
be n the known Laws and Liberties of this 
> ngdom. 034 
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It was in the ſame Parliament, 13 & 14 of King 
Charles II. farther provided, That after the Year 
1682, the latter Part of the above Declaration ſhould 
be omitted, os. | 


And I do Declare, That I do hold there lies no 
Obligation on me, or any other Perſon, from the 
he Oath commonly call'd, The . Solemn League and Co- 
15 benant, to endeavour any Change or Alteration of 
| Government, either — or State; and _ 


* the fame was in it ſelf an unlawful Oath, and im- 


_ dibIy repeating the owing Declaration, nll d 
' Qnben's Servants, Echten only 


©CnnnsT; at or aſter the Conſeeration thereof 
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ere upon the Subjects of this Realm, againſt the 
noun Laws and Liberties of this en 
ens K Nenn 45 »(4 
Again, 25 Cr. 2. c. 2. All Perſons 28 well Peers 
2s G 08 Celler hat 2 . Sub 605 
Civil or Military, W 1 
the th low ng Declaration. axis 00 


The Giweral T's $T" for all in er 
e Ro e Truſt. * 3 


* P 'B: FR Declare, That I do believe)! That tk [ 

© is not any Tranſatfantiationt i in the Sacrament 

* 2 the Lord's Supper, or in the Elements of Bread 

© and Wine, at or after the PET TING W 1 
* any Perſon whatſoever. fo arty 


The 3orb Year of Kivg ety Te 2 Eu 
acted, That no Perſon hoold- ſir In either Houſe bt 
Parliament, withont' Making, Subſcribing, and 


Teft, which was alfo to be done by the Ki ng's 00 
* to x96 
Queen __ exempted 
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14 4 B. do 1 and fi KEN in the „ 
* of God, bee Teſtify, and Declare, Tha 
©I dol believe; that in the-Sacrament of the Lard' 
upper, there is not any Tranſulſſ ant iatton df Ul 
Elements of Bread and Wine, into the Body 


any Perſon whatfvever:. ri that the Inno 
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tion, of Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any o- 
ther Saint, and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as they 
* are now us'd in the Church of Rome, are Su 

+ WH © tious and Idolatrons. 3. And I do Solemnly, in 
re WW © the Preſence of God, Profeſs, Teſtify, and Declare, 
That I do make this Declaration, and every Part 
be © thereof, in the plain and ordinary Senſe of the 
Words read unto! me, as they are commonly un- 
derſtood by Engliſh Proteſtants, without any Eva- 
ſion, Equivocation, or mental Reſervation hat- 
ſoever, and without any Diſpenſation already 
granted me for this Purpoſe, hy the Pope, or any 
* other Authority, or Perſon whatſoever, or with- 
ere 5 out any Hope of any ſuch Diſpenſition from 
any Perſon, or Authority whatſoever,” or with- 
ad « out thinking that I am, or may be acquitted be- 
bY BY © fore God or Man, or abſolv'd of this Declaration, 
* or any Part thereof, altho the Pope, or any other 
* Perſon or Perſons, or Power whatſoever, ſhould 
P * diſpenſe with, or annul the ſame, or declare that 
it was null and void from the Beginning. 


au | E 1 

tl 1n the firſt Year of the Reign of King Wil:am and 
and Queen Mary, of our Lord 1689, the Oaths of Sa. 
tber emo; and Allegiance, before us d to be tender d to 


all Perſons, were abrogated, and others appointed in 
aer e ws ee 
Oaths bo" be gaben inftead of the Oaths of Supre- 
4 do ſincerely Promiſe; and Swear, That I 
will be Faithful, and bear true Allegiance to 
their Majeſties King William and Queen So 
deſß ne Gd. Wen 


tion K 2 143. 
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I A. B. do Swear, That I do from my Heart ab- 
. * hor, deteſt, and abjure, as Impious and Heretical, 
in that Damnable Doctrine and Poſit ion, That Prin 
A ces Excommunicated or deprived by the Pope. or an 

| * Authority of the See of Rome, may be depos'd or 

| x” murder d by their Subjectt, or any other whatſo 
bs And I do Declare, That no Foreign Prince, Per- 

= * ſon, Prelate, State, or Potentate hath, or ought 
5 to have any Juriſd;&ion, Power, Superiorit y, Pre 
, ** eminence, or Authority, ' Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual. 


within this Realm. 


In the Reign of Queen Anne, Anno 1706, wat 
firſt appointed the Oath of Abjuration, then gene 
rally adminiſter d only to Perſons in publick Em] 
ployments, but ſince tender'd to all Perſons what 
ſoever in the preſent Reign, under the Penalty to R- 
fuſem, ol being treated 4s Papiſts convict. 
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: The OATH of ABJURATION. 

, a OA IP 1281 29 11 2 

N 1 1 A. B, do truly and ſincerely Acknawledge, Pro 

Is I feſs, Teſtify, and Declare. in my Conſcience, 
before God and the World, That e gp 4b 

bs * King George, is Lawiul and Righttul Ring of th 

1 © Realm, and of all other his Majeſty's Domimior 

+ and Countries thereunta belonging; and I do f 

; * lemnly and ſincerely Declare, That I do believe i 
1 my Conſcience, that the Perſon pretended to Ml 
1 Prince of Wales, during the Life of the late Ri 
A Jamet, and ſince, his Deceaſe, pretending to 


and taking upon him the Stile and Title ot Kin 
* of England, by the Name of James III. hath 90 
any Right or Title to the Crown of this Rea lim. a 


e 


. 
any other the Dominions thereunto belonging 
© And I do renounce, refuſe; and abjure any} Alle- 


. giance or Obedience ta him. And I dg; Swear, 
iy WM © That I will bear Faith and true Allegiance to his 
or WW © Majeſty King George, and will him detend to the 


ut termoſt ot my Power, agauiſtall Traiteraus Con- 
ſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, which; ſhall be 
made againſt his Perſon, Crown, or Dignity; and 
Iwill do my utmoſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and 
© make known to his Majeſty and Succeſſors, all 
© Treaſons, and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which I 
* ſhall know to be againſt Him, or auy ot them. And 
* I do faithfully promiſe, to the utmoſt of my Pou- 
© er, to ſupport, maimain and defend the Limita- 
© tion and Succeſſion of the Crown againſt him the 
* ſaid James, and all other Perſons what ſoever, ug 
* the ſame; by an Act, entituF'd, Au AZ far the fur» 
© ther Limuation of the. Crown; and better ſecuring 
* the Rights and Liberties of the Subjet, is, and ſands 
Limited to the "Princeſs Sophia, Electr ſs and 
© Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs of 
her Body, being Proteſtants. And all theſe Things 
* do plainly and ſincerely Acknowledge and Swear, 
according to theſe expreis Words by me 7 

* and according to the plain and common Sen e and 
© Underſtanding of the fame Words, without any 
* Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſerva» 
tion whatſoever. And I do make this Recognt- 
© tion, Acknowledgment, Abjuration, Renunciation, 
and Promiſe heartily, willingly and truly, upon 
* the true Faith of a Chriſtian, So be/p me God. | 

1 þ 4 : 4 
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The Out appointed: to be tales b. by. the Lords 
Sz before the Arrival of King Georg 


© Juſtice 
bn the Deceuſe of Queen Anne. 0 


1 4. B. do = Promiſe and Swear, That I 
and bear true Allegiance to 
{4 « His Majeſty King George ; and that I do, trom my 
; Heart, abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as Impious and 
Heretical, this Damnable Doctrine and Poſition, 
c brows Princes Eæcommunicated or Depri d bythe Pope, 
or any Authority of the See of Rome, may be depos d 
* pe murder d by their Subjefts, or any other whatſs 
cer. And 1 do declare, That no Foreign Prince, 
« Perſon, Prelate, State, or potentate, hath, or ought 
; «to have any Juriſd ichon, Power, Saperiority, Pre. 
|. © eminence, or Authority, Eccleſiaſtical, or Spirt 
* * merit . Realm. So belp : Me God. 
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